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> The Author had only publiſhed his firſt Volume during the m—_— 


ADVERTIS! ISEMENT. 


AN Entire Edition of theſe 3 Was fold before the Fourth 2 
reached the preſs; and the great inconvenience attending the delivery of ſeparate 


wolumes induced the Tranſlator to defer the publication of the ſecond Edition, until 


the four Volumes ⁊vere completed. They are now ready for delivery, and may be 
bad of E. Book RR, No. 56, New Bond. ſtrret, London Price 11. 8 3. 


that yaliant Combatan "of French democracy, Mr. Burke; buf the work, 
even in that early ſtate, entitled the Author to that Gentleman” s appliuſe, 


as may be ſeen by the following letter: 


ce Sir, h | 

<< I cannot eaſily expreſs to you how much L am inſtructed and delighted 
by the firſt Volume of your Hiſtory of Jacobiniſm. The whole of the 
wonderful narrative is ſupported by documents and proofs with the moſt 
juridical regularity and exactneſs. Your reflexions and reaſonings are in- 
terſperſed with infinite judgement, and in their moſt proper places, for 
leading the ſentiments of the reader, and preventing the force of plauſible 
objections. The tendency of the whole is admirable in every point of 
view, political, religious, and, let me make uſe of the abuſed word, 
philoſophical. So far as I can preſume to judge of a French ſtyle, tho 
language is of the firſt water. I long impatiently for the ſecond Volume; 
but the great object of my wiſhes is, that the work ſhould have a great 


circulation in France, if by any means it can be compaſſed; and for that 


end, I ſhould be glad, upon the ſcale of a poor individual, to become a 


liberal ſubſcriber. ' a 


« Tamas yet in a miſerable ſtate of health; and if 1 advance at all, it 


is very ſlowly, and with many fallings back. forgot to ſay, that I have 


known myſelf, perſonally, five of your principal conſpirators; and I can 


-» undertake to ſay from my own certain knowledge, that ſo far back as the 


year 1773, they were buſy in the plot you have ſo well deſcribed, and in 


tze m inner, and on the principle you have ſo truly re ag this 


I can ſpeak as a witneſs.' I have the honour to be, &c. &c. | 
May I, 1797. (Signed) - c Ep. Buxx E. 
The Britih Oritic paſſed his judgement on. the work when the _ 


| firſt Volumes were publiſhed, in the following terms: 


Certain we are, that no book has appeared ſince the commencement 
of our labours, which was more neceſſary to be read, and weighed atten- 
tively, by every perſon of any property, whether hereditary or commer- 
cial ; every perſon holding any rank in ſociety; and every perſon who has 
within him a Tpark of zeal, either for the honour of W or the "dies of 
mankind.” (March er wh 293+ 9 
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PRELIMINARY. OBSERVATIONS | 


On the Wark entitled Memoirs, ae the 
Hiſtory of Facobiniſm. | 


THE Abbe Barruel has divided his Memoirs into three 
different conſpiracies, naturally flowing from each other. 

The firſt is, that of the Sophifters of Impiety, conſpiring 
againſt their God, and impiouſly denoting their hatred of 
Chriſt, by ſwearing to cruſh the wretch; for thus they 


| | blaſphemouſly ſtyle the Saviour of the World. He de- 


ſcribes the divers means and arts employed by them in their 
ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY, ſtep by ſtep; and the 
Chriſtian need not dwell on the proofs, when he is inform- 
| ed, that, in October, 1798, all places of Chriſtian wor- 
ſhip were aboliſhed at Paris; and that capital was no 
longer ſubdivided into pariſhes, but into Wards, each 
having a Temple dedicated to PAGAN WORSHIP, as follows 
Aft. Ward—The church of St. Philip du Roule ig now 
conſecrated to Concord, — II. The church of St. Roche 
to Genius, —III. St. Euſtache to Agriculture.—lV, St. 
Germain-L'Auxerrois to Gratitude, — V. St. Laurence 
to Old Age. — VI. St. Nicolas-in-the-Fields o HYMEx. 
VII. St. Merry to Commerce. — VIII. St. Margaret 
to EqQuaLliTY and LIBERTY. — IX. St. Gervais to 
. Youth. — X. St. Thomas of Aquinas to Peace, — XI. 


St. Sulpice to Victory. — XII. St. James-du-Haut-Pas 


to Benevolence; — St. Medard to Labour; — and St, Ste- 
phen- on- the- Mount to filial Piety. ü 


A Chriſtian will ſhudder at this recital; but when the 
Abbe, early in 1797, aſſerted, that the total ſubverſion of 
. Chriſtianity was the object of the Sect, he was ſcarcely 
l believed, OY was ſet down as an enthuſiaſt; he bad, never- 
Ty n tthaleſs, 
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theleſs, named the chiefs, Voltaire, D*Alembert, Frederie 


II. King of Pruſſia, and Diderot; he had deſcribed the 


means employed, and led us from haunt to haunt inhabited 
by the impious pretenders to philoſophy, whether at courts 
or petty meetings of female adepts, where every one ranked 


in ſcience according to the Oy or blaſphemy of his 


diſcourſe. 

Thofe leaders that inhabited Paris aſſembled, -under the 
direction of D' Alembert, at the hotel of a Baron D' Hol- 
bach; there did theſe men begin to conſpire againſt Mo- 


narchy as they had conſpired againſt Chriſtianity; and from 
that club may be ſaid to have iſſued the Sophiſters of Im- 


piety coaleſced with thoſe of Rebellion, forming the Anti- 
monarchical Conſpiracy. Le Roy, the ſecretary of that 
ſociety, repentant when he beheld the revolution, thus 
deſcribes the club: The following were our occupations; 
& the moſt of thoſe works which have appeared for a long 
time paſt againſt religion, morals, and government, wete 


cdurs, or thoſe of authors devoted to us. They were all 
compoſed by the members, or by the order of the ſociety. 
c Before they were ſent to the preſs, they were delivered. 


in at our office; there we reviſed and corrected them, and 
added to or curtailed them, according as circumſtances 
required. We began by printing them on fine or ordi- 
* nary paper, inſufficient number to pay our expences, and 
then an immenſe number on the commoneſt paper. Thele 
4 latter we fent, free of coſt, or nearly fo, to hawkers and 
* 'bookſelters, who were to circulate them among the people 
& at the loweſt rate. Such were the means uſed to pervert 
the people, and bring them to the ſtate in which you 
« now behold them. I ſhall not behold them long, for I 


ſhall die of grief and remorſe;” (Vol. I. * 335) —and 


| . ag * 


How | 


OBSERVATIONS, I 


How different the deportment of . ( alſo a mem. 


ber of that club,) who, in the midſt of all the fanguinary 
ſcenes of the revolution, proclaims the ſucceſs of theſe two- 
fold conſpirators, ſaying, © There was a claſs of men 
« which ſoon formed itſelf in Europe with. a view not ſa. 
& much to diſcover and make deep reſearch after truth as 
ce to diffuſe it: whoſe chief object was to attack prejudices. 
& in the very aſylums where the Clergy, the Schools, the 
& Government, and the ancient Corporations had received. 
* and protected them; and made their glory to conſiſt 
c rather in deſtroying popular error than in extending the 
limits of ſcience: this though an indirect method of 
e forwarding its progreſs, was not on that account either 
&« leſs dangerous or leſs uſeful. — Aſſuming every tone, 
“ taking every ſhape, from the ludicrous to the pathetic, 
« from: the moſt learned and extenſive compilation to the 
« Novel or the petty Pamphlet of the day, covering truth 
« with a veil, which, ſparing the eye that was too. weak, 
4 incited the reader by the pleaſure of ſurmiſing it, inſi- 
« diouſly careſſing prejudice in order to ſtrike it with more 
4 certainty and effect; ſeldom menacing more than one at 
« a time, and that only in part; ſometimes flattering; the 
_ « enemies of Reaſon by. ſeeming to. aſk but for a half tole- 
ration in Religion or a half. Liberty in polity ; reſpedt- 
« ing Deſpotiſm when they impugned religious abſurdities, 
« and Religion when they attacked tyranny; combating 
« theſe two peſts. in their very principles, though appa- 
« rently inveighing againſt ridiculous and diſguſting - 
« abuſes; Ariting at the root of thoſe peſtiferous trees, 
« whilft they apprarid only, to wiſh to lop the flraggling 
„ branches; at one time marking out ſuperſtition, which 

« covers Deſpotiſm with its impenetrable ſhield, to the 


e friends of Liberty, as the firſt vichim which they are 
: Sa Þ | bs — te 
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c to immolate, the firſt link to be cleft aſunder ; at another 
« denouncing it to Deſpots as the real enemy of their 


*- porver, and frightening them with its hypocritical plots and 


« ſanguinary rage; but indefatigable when they claim 
the independence of Reaſon and the Liberty of the Preſs 
& as the : right and ſafeguard of mankind ; inveighing with 
& enthuſiaſtic energy againſt-the crimes of Fanaticiſm and 
« Tyranny ;—in fine, adopting reaſon, toleration, and 
e humanity, as their ſignal and watch-word, 

“ Such was the Modern Philoſophy. — Its chiefs had 
te the art of eſcaping vengeance, though expoſed to ha- 
e tred: of hiding themſelves from perſecution, though 
“ ſufficiently conſpicuous to loſe nothing of therr glory.” 

D Vol. II. p. 134.) 
The learned Abbe next takes a view of the different 


ſyſtems and degrees, and even deſcribes the trials made of 


their pi inciples, and particularly at Geneva, almoſt under 
the direction of Voltaire, the premier chief. | 
It was natural that when their conſpiracy had gained ſo 


much ſtrength, theſe ſelf-created Philoſophers ſhould ſeek 


after and coaleſce with every other ſpecies of conſpirator 
that was to be found. An ancient conſpiracy againſt Chriſ- 
tianity and againſt Monarchy had been handed down, and 
zealouſly proſecuted in the occuLT Lopces of Maſonry ;* 
they were no other than the ancient myſteries of Manes, 


| ® The learned Author fays Occult Lodges, as the Free-maſons in gene- 
ral were far from being acquainted with the conſpiracies of the Occult 
Loages; and indeed many were people not to be tampered with. It might 

be objeQted, that all Lodges were Occult: with regard to the public they 
were ſo; but, befide the Common Lodges, there exiſted others which were 
hidden from the generality of the Free-maſons. It is thoſe which the 
Author ſtyles Azz1zzxzs Locxs, and that have been called Oc curl 
Lop6xs in the Engliſh Tranſlation, 
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of indefinite Equality and Liberty ; and leſt aſſaſſins ſhould 


be wanting to the Sect the following is the reception in 
the degree of Knight Kadoſch: © In the Lodges of the 


Knights Kadoſch, after all the oaths, ceremonies, and 


« trials, more or leſs terrible, wicked, and impious, 
cc three figures are ſhown to the candidate, repreſenting 
« Clement J. Philippe le Bel, (the two potentates who 


cc deſtroyed the Knights Templars,) and the Grand 


« Mafter of Malta *, each attired in the attributes of their 
« dignities. The 3 fanatic is here to ſwear eternal 
ce hatred and death to theſe three proſcribed perſons, en- 
« tailing that hatred and death on their ſucceſſors in their 


& default. He then ſtrikes off the three heads, which, as 


« in the degree of ELEKCT, are real when they can be 
ec procured, or filled with blood, if fictitious; this he 
&« does, crying out, vengeance! vengeance !”—(Vol. IV. 
p. 148.) 

This is an awful reflexion for honeſt Maſons, who in 


| their firſt degrees interpret their ſecret of Equality and Li- 


berty only as an Equality within the Lodge among each. 


other, without any other diſtinction than that of the de- 


grees; and a Liberty to do good, which, it is to be hoped, 
needs not the moſt bloody Oaths of Secrecy to practice. 
But when we come to the third volume, a quite different 
ſcene opens itſelf Here all the myſteries of Illu- 
miniſm are revealed, from the firſt conception of it by 


It might be objected, that the Knights of Malta gained admittance te 
the Lodges juſt as other people could, Latterly, it is true, tbey could; 
but it was only becauſe the Sect had changed its batteries, and thought 
proper to make uſe of the ſame artifice againſt that Order, as it did - 
againſt the church, by making its adepts become members of the Order; 
witneſs Dolomieu and Boſredon; formerly the croſs of Malta was a badge of 


excluſion from the Maſonic Lodges. 


22 4 Sj)sartacus- 
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Spartacus-Weiſhaupt, to its molt horrid views for the de- 


ſtruction of Religion, of Government of every ſpecies, 


and of all Property without exception. Theſe reforming 


impoſtors aſſumed the garb of virtue and ſcience ; and a 


letter of the founder will delineate his practice of virtue, 
as well as the uſe he would make of ſcience. Meiſbaupt 
writes to his adept Hertel, My honour is in danger, and 


&« I am on the eve of loſing that reputation which gave me ſo 
« great an authority OVER our people. My ſiſter-in-law 
“e is with child. I have ſent her to Munich, to Zuripon, 


4 to ſolicit a marriage licence from Rome: — But ſhould 
& ſhe fail, what ſhall I do? — We have already made 
« ſeveral attempts to deſtroy the child; ſhe was determined 
* to undergo all; but Euripon is too timid. Yet I 
& ſcarcely ſee any other expedient. But could I depend 


© on Baader's ſecrecy, (he was a learned phyſician at 


16 Munich,) he could be of great ſervice to me; he had 


« promiſed me his aid three years age (a pretty uſe of 
« ſcience). Mention it to him if you think proper. If 


you could extricate me from this unfortunate ſtep, you 
« would reſtore me to life, ' to honor, to reſt, and 10 au- 
* thority (that is, over his people). He next complains 
to his friend Zwact, and ſhows his hypocriſy when he 
ſays, What vexes me the moſt in all this is, ht my 
authority over our people will be greatly diminiffied ; 
© that I have expoſed @ weak fide, of whieh they will 
© not fail to advantage themſelves whenever I may 
« preach morality, and exhort _ to virtue and 
; 6 modeſiy.”? 


This will be ſufficient to pourtray the founder of the 


| Atbeiſtical Illuminees, who has, together with Zwack and 
the Baron Knigge, compiled fo aſtoniſhing and progreſſive 
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nounee it ſupernatural. The fondeſt parent never ſo ſoli- 
citouſly watched his moſt beloved child, nor bethought 


| himſelf of ſo many arts for its preſervation as this aſtoniſh- 


ing prototype of rebellion has invented for the perdition of 
Man both in this life and the next. No; Satan, when 
ſeeking vengeance againſt his Divine Creator, would have 
been proud to become the pupil of the modern Spartacus, — 
Singular to ſay, the Sophiſters of Impiety, ſeeking to re- 
eruit their ranks, when become the Sophiſters of Rebellion, 
had flocked to the Maſonic Lodges; and it is through the 
means of thoſe very Lodges alſo that . has « over- 
whelmed Europe with its curſes. 

The Abbe, after having given every particular of the 
code of Illuminiſm, or of the ANTISOCIAL ConsPIRACY, 


proceeds to delineate the hiſtorical part of Illuminiſm, and 


then applies the triple conſpiracy to the French revolution. 


| He deſcribes the Baron Knigge intriguing at Willemſbad, 


where the Freemaſons from all parts of the world had 


aſſembled. The Baron preſently gained over about five 


hundred of the brotherhood ; and ſoon after the Sect de- 


clares, «© Of all the Legitimate Lodges in Germany, there 


« 75. ONLY ONE that has not coaleſced with our Superiors, 


& and this Lodge has been obliged to ſuſpend its labours.” 


How formidable is this declaration in the eyes of him who 
has read the code of Illuminiſm! How ſimple the means 


of ſeduftion! for when Weiſhaupt wiſhes to make himſelf | 
maſter of the Lodges of Poland, he only inſtructs Zwack 


to make the following propoſitions to the Poliſh Maſons: 
64 I. That they ſhould acknowledge but the firſt three de- 

r grees.—II. That each Lodge ſhould be at liberty to 
4 have ſuch Superiors, and as many of them, as they 


ce pleaſed.—III. That all Lodges ſhould be independent 


« of each other, at leaſt as much ſo as the Lodges of Ger- 


many | 
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many are of thoſe of Poland.—IV. That all their union 
< ſhall be carried on by the CORRESPONDENCE and vISITS 
« of the brethren—lf we can but gain that point, we 
cc ſhall have ſucceeded in all we want; leave the reſt to 
« me.” (Vol. IV. p. 193). And in what light does this 
arch-conſpirator view (I will fay) the moſt innocent Ma- 
ſons? © Though theſe myſterious aſſociations ſhould not 
(c attain our object, they prepare the way for us; they 
« give a new intereſt to the cauſe ; they preſent it under 
« points of view hitherto unobſerved; they ſtimulate 
“the inventive powers and the expectations of man- 
« kind; they render men more indifferent as to the 
« intereſts of governments; they bring men of divers 
te nations and religions within the ſame bond of uni- 
< on; they deprive the church and flate of their ableſt 
« and moſt laborious members; they bring men together 
« who would never otherwiſe have known or met 
tt each other. By this method alone they undermine 
« the foundations of ſtates, though they really had 
« no ſuch project in view. They throw them together 
and make them claſh one againſt the other. They teach 
« mankind the power and force of union; they point out 
tc to them the imperfections of their political conſtitutions, 
« and that without expoſing them to the ſuſpicions of 
« their enemies, ſuch as magiſtrates and public govern- 
„ ments. They maſk our progreſs, and procure us the 
4 facility of incorporating in our plans and of admitting 
1 « into our Order, after the proper trials, the maſt able 
e men, whoſe patience, long abuſed, thirfts after the 
« Grand Ultimatum. By this means they weaken the 
« enemy; and, though they ſhould never triumph over 9 
& him, they will at leaſt diminiſb the numbers and the 1 
8 gh f bis partizans, In . as theſe new aſ- nn 
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& ſociat ions or Secret Societies, formed in different ſtates, 
« ſhall acquire ſtrength and prudence, at the expence of 
4c the former ones (that is, of civil ſociety), the latter 
« muſt weaken and inſenſibly fall.. (Vol. III. p. 213.) 
— And what is to be the Grand Ultimatum of theſe Se- 
cret Societies, theſe ſchools, which have been in all ages 
« the archives of Nature and of the Riohrs of Man? 
c Theſe ſchools ſhall one day retrieve the fall of Human 
& Nature, AND PRINCES AND NATIONS SHALL DISAP= 
e PEAR FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH; and that 
« without any violence. — Morality ſhall alone produce 
ce this great revolution.” But what is to be underſtood 
by morality? He ſays, © Nor is true morality any other 
„ than the art of teaching men to ſhake off their ward- 
« ſhip, to attain the Ack oF MANHOOD, and thus ts 
« need neither princes nor governments.” — (Vol. III. 
p. 199.) With reſpe& to Property, it is repreſented as 
the bane of Liberty and Equality: As families multiplied, 
c the means of ſubſiſtence began to fail; the nomade (or 
© roaming) life ceaſed, and PROPERTY ftarted into ex- 
« iſtence; men choſe habitations; agriculture made them 
t intermix, Language became univerſal; living together, 
« one man began to meaſure his ſtrength with another, 
4 and the weaker were diſtinguiſhed from the ſtronger. 
e This undoubtedly created the idea of mutual defence, 
& of one individual governing divers families re- united, 
« and of thus defending their perſons and their fields 
“ apainſt the invaſion of an enemy, but hence LiBERTY 
ce was ruined in its foundation, and EQUALITY diſap- 
« peared.” (Vol. III. p. 175). Thus would the Illymi- 
nees, in defence of Liberty and Equality, wiſh to overturn 
er idea of property, and reſtore us naked to the de- 
ſerts, there ta lead che nomade or ſavage; life. As to the 
« Mercantile 
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« Mercantile Tribe,” as they chooſe to ſtyle the commer. 
| eial part of the ſtate, © confer on it any rank or authority 
< in the government, and you will have created perhaps 
< the moſt formidable, the moſt deſpotic of all powers.” 
They are repreſented as enjoying the means of creating, 
foreſceing, and ſatisfying, wants hence dangerous to Li- 
" berty and Equality,—S0o confident of ſucceſs is Weiſhaupt, 
that he exclaims, All the efforts, therefore, of Princes to 
c ſtop our progreſs will be fruitleſs; the ſpark may long 
& remain hidden in the aſhes ; but the day muſt come, in 

* which the general flame ſhall burſt vs III. 
5. 214.) 

The Abbe has dwelt at full length on every artifice and 
device of the Code, from the regulations for the Novice, 
to thoſe of the Man- ling, or Man recognizing no maſter, 
either human or divine, but bimſelf. It is ſingular ta ſee 
the art with which even the Novices are prepared for the 
moſt atrocious deeds. We ſee them aſſenting to the fol- 
lowing obligations: Can you and will yau look upon 
4 the "welfare of the Order as your own ?——Do you, 
4 moreover, grant the POWER OF LIFE AND DEATH to 
« our Order ar Society — Do you ſubjett yourſelf to a 
4 BIND OBEDIENCE, WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION - 
< WHATEVER ?” This is not all: when preparing ſuch 
deſperate conſpirators, leſt tbey ſhould betray their ſecret, 
they are queſtioned unawares by their Teacher or Inſinu- 
ator, even ſuddenly awakened out of their fleep. And 
| ſuicide was not only encouraged, but dogmatically taught 
in the Order, under the formula of patet exitus, or the 
exit is free; a certain inexpreſſible pleaſure was ſaid 
to appertain to ſuicide 3 and all this is called the diffuſion 
of light! © The mode of diffuſing univerſal light is, 
* PE eee it at once ta the world, but to begin 
| * with 


OBSERVATIONS. Xi 


ee with yourſelf : then turn towards your next neighbour ; 
« you two can enlighten a third and fourth; let theſe, in 
« the ſame manner, extend and multiply the number of the 
« children of light, until numbers and force ſhall throw 
« power into your hands (Vol. III. p. 196); then will yon 
« he able to bind the hands of your opponents, to ſubjugate 
« them, and to flifle wickedneſs in the embrio;“ that is to 
ſay, every principle of civil or political ſociety. Left Weiſ- 
baupt's meaning ſhould be miſtaken, when writing to two of 
his favourite adepts, he ſubjoins the following correſponding 
ſcale, 
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and explains it to Zwack, © © Immediately under me I have 
« [two adepts, into whom I infuſe my whole ſpirit; each of 
& theſe correſponds with two others, and ſo on. By this 
4 method, and inthe ſimpleſt way poſſible, I can inflame 
« and put in motion thouſands of men at onee,” He alſo 
writes to Baader: I have fent to Zwack a ſcale, ſhows- 
ing how one may methodically, and without/much trou- - 
« ble, arrange a great multitude of men in the fineſt order 
<« imapinable — the ſpirit of the firſt, of the moſt ardent, 
of the moſt profound adept, daily and inceſſantly com- 
* municates itſelf to the two A A, by the one to B B, 
« by the other to C C. — BB and CC communicate it 
to the eight following; theſe to the next ſixteen, from 
4 thenee to — and ſo domnwards In a 
: "© © wars, 
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& word, every man has his Aid-1Major, by whoſe means he 
immediately acts on all the others. The whole force 
' = firſt iſſues: from the centre, and then flows back again 
4 to it, Each one ſubjects, as it were to his own perſon, 
« two men whom he ſearches to the bottom, whom he ob- 
“ ſerves, diſpoſes, :nflames, and drills, as it were, like 
& recruits, that they may hereafter exerciſe and fire with 
« the whole regiment”'—(V ol. III. p. 409) — It is by 
ſuch means, ſays the founder of Illuminiſm, that orders 
are to be tranſmitted and political operations carried on. 
The learned Abbe alſo deſcribes that famous aſſociation 


invented by a Doctor Bahrdt, and known under the ap- | 4 
pellation of German Union. This was an union among 1 
all the bookſellers that could be ſeduced into the Order of + | 


the Illuminees, to ſuppreſs, by every means in their power, 
all works that might lay open the views or impede the 4 

progreſs of the Sect. They were alſo to circulate all I 
*writings, however ſeditious, when written by the Set; _ 

and at the head of this literary aſſociation was Nicolai, a 


such is the nature of Illuminiſm, which the learned Abbé has laid 
open to the public; nevertheleſs, a foreigner lately come to this country, 
and who writes a new publication under the title of Mercure Britannigue, 
has (page 541) inſerted a paragraph on this work, as ſcurrilous as it is 
contemptible. In his rage, he goes ſo far as to repreſent. Illuminiſm as 
«6 the unintelligible reveries of a feav pedants of Germany,” and which-he ſup- 
poſes the Abbe does not -underfland himſelf. Had not this learned work 
already met with the unparalleled approbation of the Engliſh nation at 
large, the few ſpecimens here adduced, which are but too intelligible, 
would be ſufficient to give the Engliſh reader an idea of the perſpicuity and 

i= candour of the learned Abbe, eſpecially when compared with the abuſe 
| 0 : | contained in the above paragraph.—It is with real pleaſure I announce 

| | to my readers, that his Pruffian Majeſty has juſt publiſhed an Edict in xiii. 


Articles, ſuppreſſing theſe ſecret ſocieties. The Edict may be ſeen in Mr. 
Peltier's PARIS PxENDANT 1798, No. CLXX. page 115, and will, it is 
| to be hoped, OO PO ey EO Owns 5 
| 1 powerful 
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powerful bookſeller at Berlin, who was aided in his la- 
bours by other adepts in different quarters of Germany. 
The buſineſs of theſe chiefs as much of the ſame nature 
as that of Holbach's club, already deſcribed by Le Roy in 
the foregoing pages. It was alſo under the direction of 
theſe adepts, that Reading Societies were ſet on foot, and 
| Newſpapers and Reviews publiſhed to calumniate every 
perſon that could not be brought over to their party, and to 
ſpread their principles. Among the rules for the Regent, 
we read, that . Every effort muſt be made to gain over the 
« author; but ſhould all cur attempts fail, and we ſhould 
c be unable to entice him into the Order, let him be diſ- 
« credited by EVERY means poſſible.” (Vol. III. p. 343.) 
To weaken the veneration of the people for their prin- 
ces, and to aſſume ne matter what cloak, provided they did 
but ſucceed, is alſo to be found in the inſtructions of the 
Regent, though the inferior Lodges of Maſonry are de- 
clared to be the moſt convenient cloats. The very nature 
of this union ſhows the wiſdom (I will even ſay the ne- 
ceflity), when proſecutions are car:ied on againſt incen- 
diary publications, not only to proſecute the author, but 
every bookſeller without diſtinction who ſhall have ſold 
ſuch publication. Should the Jacobin exclaim againſt 
ſuch a propoſition, let him learn, that his much admired 
French Directory not only ſends the writer of any pub- 
lication that gives umbrage to their ferocious dignity to 
the deſerts of Cayenne, but the publiſher, the vendor, and 
even the buyer. But inſtructions of a ſtill more ſerious 
nature to every parent are given to the Regent and Pre- 
fect: Never loſe ſight (ſay theſe inſtructions) of the 
* military-ſchools, of the academies, printing preſſes, 
ce libraries, cathedral chapters, or any public eſtabliſh- 
* ments that can influence educatipn or government. Let 
* « our 
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cour Regents perpetually attend to the various means; 
and form plans, for making us maſters of all theſe eſta- 
4 bliſhments.” — The Prefect will ſpare no pains to 
gain polleffion of the ſchools which lie within his diſ- 

& tri, and alſo of their teachers, He will find means of 

E placing them under the tuition of members of our 
* Order; for this is the true method of infuſing our prin- 
* ciples and of. training our young men.” It is with 
regret I find myſelf compelled to fay, that ſcarcely an 
univerſity in the north of Germany has efcaped the plots 


of the Set; and, at Jena, the magiſtrates were obliget 
to interfere, the ſcholars (many of them not ten years of 
age) having formed-one of thoſe ſecret focieties under the 
name of Amiciſts, and were diſcovered to be nothing but 
young Illuminees training up, and nurtured in their abo- 
minable principles under the ſecret direction of more hard- 
ened ſeducers. The reports to the Superiors are irrefra- 
gable proofs of their baleful conqueſts in ſchools and ſemi- 
naries, though they never loft fight of counTRY eee 


as one of the ſureſt means for gaining over thy <c 
. people to their plots. 


When Hiuminiſm had ſpread itſelf throughout Ger- 
many, Italy, Switzerland, and Holland, it was thought 
proper to make an attack on France, which had not hi- 

therto been tampered with, on account of the fiery and 
haſty diſpoſition of its inhabitants. Mirabeau, who had 
been initiated by Mauvillon, was the perſon who informed 
the German chiefs that it was now time to ſend their 
emiſſaries. Amelius-Bode and Bayard-Buſche were accord- 
ingly ſent, and were received at Paris by the fecret commit- 


tee of the Maſonic Lodge of the Amis Reunis. They 
ſubmitted the code of Illuminiſm to the High Council, 
and it was agreed that the depree of Ace ene (whence 


I have 
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I have chiefly 91 my exerts) ſhould be adopted, but | 
ſhaped out to the Maſonic forms. It was received with 
enthuſiaſm all over France, and French Maſonry became 
illuminized without even having heard of the name of II- 
luminee, that is to ſay, of Atheiſtical Illuminees; for 
another ſpecies had grown very common in France; theſe 
were called Martiniſts, and were the ſame Sect as the 
Swedenborgian Illuminees. It was againſt theſe that Mira- 
beau wrote his pamphlet on the Illuminees,. and really laid 
open all the intrigues and purſuits of that part of them 
which pretended to the powers of ghoſt raiſing, evoking 
ſpirits, and raifing and interrogating the dead. But, with 
regard to the other part of them, who were proſecuting 


- the myſteries of Equality and Liberty, he is filent ; and, 


indeed, his object in writing was no other than to miſlead 
the generality of the world as to the exiſtence of the Athe- 
iſtical Sect, It was becauſe the Swedenborgians were 
perpetually talking of God and of ſpirits, that they were 
ſtyled Theoſophical Illuminees, though their myſteries - 
lead to as rank Atheiſm as thoſe of the modern Spartacus, 
only by different means. They had ſpread all over Europe, 
and travelling adepts initiated into the myſteries ſuch Ma- 
ſons as were judged worthy of them. Fire they repre- 
ſented as the principle of all things. A ſerpent with its 
tail in its mouth was the emblem of the eternity of the 
_ world, having neither beginning or end. The ſerpent 
alſo, having the property of renovating its ſkin, was figu- 
rative of the revolutions of the univerſe and of nature; 
and the phcenix, revivifying from its aſhes, denotes how 


the univerſe is reproduced, and will continue to be fo, from. | 


itſelf.— But this was merely leading the candidate to 
Materialiſm : the next point was, to obtain the oath 
hich in o regular built lodges took place as follows: the 
3 | „ | Ice 
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candidate was led through dark windings into a cavern, _ 
where the image of death, the mechaniſm of ſpectres, po- 
tions of blood, ſepulchral lamps, ſubterraneous voices; 
every thing, in ſhort, that can affright the imagination, 


and ſucceffively hurry the candidate from terror to enthu- 
ſtaſm, is put in action. When the candidate is worn out 


with fatigue, a voice dictates the following execrable oath 


which is ſworn: © I here break all the ties of the fleſt 


© that bind me to father, mother, brothers, ſiſters, wife, 


relations, friends, iſtreſſes, kings, chiefs, benefactors; 
&« in ſhort, to every perfon to whom I have promiſed faith, 
<« obedience, gratitude, or fervice. I ſwear to reveal to the 
& new chief whom I acknowledge every thing that I ſhall 
% have ſeen, done, read, heard, learned, or diſcovered ; 


« and even to ſeek after and ſpy into things that might 


« gther wiſe eſcape my notice. 1 ſwear to revere the Agua 


& Tophana (a moſt ſubtle poifon) as a certain, prompt, 


& and neceflary means of ridding the earth, by death or 
0 ſtupefaCtion, of thoſe who revile the truth, or ſeek to 


 & wreſt it from my hands.” After this the reader will 
not be ſurprized to hear of the Black Eiſt, on which were 8 


inſcribed the names of thoſe who gave umbrage to the 


Sect, and of the Red Liſt, or Blood Lift; and when 


once a perſon was entered on that, it was, among the Order, 


held futile to flatter one's ſelf with the hope of eſcaping 


the-poiſons or the aſſaſſins of the Set. With ſuch oaths 
and ſuch means it is eaſy to eonceive that a coalition 
might take place, as it really did, between theſe two 


ſpecies of Illuminees. The Abbe traces all the chiefs 


of the Revolution to the Lodges, and each ſpecies of 
adept conſpired, according to the pre-eminence of the 


Lodge he belonged to. The Duke of Orleans was now 


Grand Maſter of French * and held correſpon- 
7 | - dence 
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dence all over the world. He eſtabliſhed a in the 
ſuburbs of Paris, into which he introduced the ſoldiers 


of the French Guards, and the more deſperate part of the 
rabble; teaching them Equality and Liberty, and thus 
preparing them for the general exploſion which took 
place on the 14th of July, and the ſanguinary ſcenes that 


were to ſucceed. Similar precautions had been taken in 


the provinces; and on that fatal day, above a million of 
men appeared in arms, ſtarting forth from their lurking 
places. Now the leaders of the Lodges transferred their 
ſittings from the Lodges to the Town- balls, while the 
Grand Council (firſt aſſuming the name of Club Breton, 


at Verſailles, in order to be near the National Aſſembly) 5 
adjourned their meetings to a church in the Rue St. Honorẽ 
at Paris, where they took the name of Jacoglxs, from 


the monaſtary to which the church belonged ; and this 


is the name now very properly given to that compound 


of Rebellion and Atheiſm formed of the Sepbiſters of In- 
piety conſpiring againſt Chriſtianity, without diſtinction 
of worſhip, whether Proteſtant or Catholic, Anglican or 


Preſbyterian (the object of the firſt volume); of the So- 
phifters of Rebellion conſpiring againſt Monarchy (the 


object of the ſecond volume); and of the Sophifters of 


Inpiety and Anarchy, or the Illuminees, conſpiring againſt 
every religion, natural or revealed, againſt every governs: - 
ment, againſt all civil ſociety, and againſt all property 
whatever (the object of the third and fourth volumes). 
The author, in the latter part of his fourth volume, makes 
the application of this triple conſpiracy to the French Re- 
yolution, which was as gradual as the Maſonic degrees. 
The Grand Lodge of Paris begins by a Manĩfeſto to all 
the Maſonic Lodges in the univerſe, to ſummon them 


0 to conftgerate together; to unite their efforts to main. 
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4 tain the revolution; to gain over to it, in all parts, 
friends, partizans, and protectors; to propagate the 
flame, to vivify the ſpirit, to excite zeal and ardor for 


« jt, IN EVERY. STATE, and by every means in their 
power. — (Vol. IV. p. 464.) — No ſooner was this re- 
ceived, than Tom Paines ſtarted up in every country, and 


the honours of French citizenſhip were the recompence 
of theſe incendiaries. Firſt appear the Con/titutionali/ts, 


or the French eſſay-maſters in conſtitutions, dabbling with _ 
metaphyſical diſcuſſions on the Rights of Man; they, to- 

gether with thoſe men called Monarchiſts (through de- 
riſion, probably), disjoint the ſceptre, pillage the church, 
and then are abandoned by the Sect, who no longer want 
the ſupport of their feeble talents. On theſe would I 


_ wiſh Engliſhmen to reflect. Theſe were the trumpeters 
on abuſes, inventors of portentous reforms, and were in 


their own minds to be the perfeQors of the art of go- 
vernment. And what were they in reality? — the tools 
employed by the Sect to break down the ſacred pale of the 


French Monarchy. But why ſhould I dwell on this, in a 


country where the laws ſo well diſtinguiſh each man's 


| guilt? Does not every Engliſhman on a jury, when a 
perſon is brought before him on his trial for a burglary, 


know that the heinouſneſs of the crime attaches to the 
breaking the dwelling, though even the theft ſhould not 


be accompliſhed? Nor would the crime of another band 


of robbers, who really ſtole from that houſe which the 


former had left open, be ſo heinous in the eyes of the law 
as the crime ef the former band, though the- the crime of 
. latter is alſo declared capital by the ſtatute law of the land. 


Juſt ſo do we ſee the plundered Church and defenceleſs 
King of France delivered over to the ſecond Aſſembly; ; that 
+ the Ara of the oor 0th of Auguſt, « of the butchering 
— 
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September. This Aſſembly makes place for a third, when 
hecatombs of prieſts and pontiffs are ſubmerged in the 
ocean; death hunts them in every ſhape : the Monarch, 
his Royal Conſort, his Siſter, are dragged to the guillotine 
by the ruthleſs conſpirators! Thus do we ſee the plots 
againſt the Church and Monarchy accompliſhed ; the plots 
againſt PROPERTY had been proſecuted with frightful 
ſucceſs. In the firſt aſſembly, thoſe conſpirators who now 
call themſelues Cuonſtitutionaliſts had annihilated the pro- 
perty of the Clergy. In the next aſſembly, that of the 
Nobles was ſeized, under pretence of emigration, while 
thoſe who remained in France were pillaged, under the 
pretence of .confiſcation. During the third, appear the 
adepts Bruiſſart, Robeſpierre, and the two Juliens; and 
they write, that the favourable moment is now come ts 
extirpate the MERCANTILE. ARISTOCRACY as ell as 
that of the NoBLEs. In their ſecret correſpondence, as 
in Weiſhaupt's Myſteries, they declare, that Merchantiſin 
muſt be cruſhed ;' that wherever a large number of rich 
merchants were to be found, there were ſure to be found 
as many cheats, and Liberty could not eftabliſh its empire 
| there. Accordingly, ſpol iations and requiſitions have 
robbed the merchants and citizens of their property, juſt 
as the Clergy and Nobility had been robbed before them. 
But this was not the accompliſhment of the Grand Endof 
the ultimate views of the Sect, which was the obliteration 
of all property whatever. Accordingly Drouet, Baboeuf, 
and Lan gelot appear. Theſe declare, that the French 
evolution is but the forerunner of a Revolution greater 
by far and much! more ſolemn, and which will be the laſt. 
"Then from the nobleman to the cottager all are to be 
ſtripped of their property. But, tremendous as is the 
projpech how ſmall, when we Jook back, the ſpark firſt 
WET  Holtered 
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foſtered by impiety ! yet how immenſe, how univerſal, its 
progreſs | The Palatinate, Belgium, Holland, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Naples, Italy, the Armies of the Princes, Malta, Con- 
ſtantinople and the Eaſt, Africa, America, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Ruſſia, Poland, Auſtria, Pruflia, have ali felt the 
effects of it; and each has its ſeparate article in this volume. 
„Would to God, that England were not entitled to 
find its place on this black liſt ! but the learned author 
has unf6rtunately traced the agents of Illuminiſm even to 
our ſhores. We ſee Rontgen ſent by the Superiors of Il- 
luminiſm; the boaſtings of Zimmerman (the profligate, to 
diſtinguiſh him from the great man of Bern); the pere- 
grinations of a Doctor bien and of a Mr. Reginbart, 
are but too clear. If, after this, he turns his eyes toward 
Ireland, and toward Scotland; if he reads the Reports of 
the Secret Committees of the Iriſh or Engliſh Legiſlatures; 


will not every reader be induced to raiſe his hands to 


Heaven, and return thanks. to the all-merciful and power- 
ful God, that has in his ee r us from ſuch 


| numberleſs dangers! - 


Thus far has the Tranſlator be to give a Kine 
idea of the nature of the Abbẽ's valuable work, which 


- has been his aim to lay open to ſuch of his countrymen 


as may not be ſufficiently verſed in'the French language 
to read it in the original. - The application of the Me- 
moirs of Jacobiniſm to theſe Kingdoms, being the object 
of the note ſubjoined to the fourth volume of the tranſ- 


lation of that work, and it having been thought proper 


to publiſh it ſeparately, this preliminary ſketch has been 
prefixed, that the reader, who, from his worldly occupa- 


tions, may not have time to peruſe the work at large, may 
not remain entirely unapprized of the univerſal danger, 


and may thus guard againſt the Ax rs or n 


moſt by lng . een 8 


NOTE 


For the End of Il. IV. of the Memoirs illuſtrating the 
| Hi ftory of N niſm. _ 


—— 


ON publiſhing the Tranſlation of the Firſt Volume of 
theſe Memoirs, I declared that I conſidered myſelf as only 
fulfilling a duty in laying open ſo excellent a work to 
| thoſe of my countrymen who were not ſufficiently verſed 
in the French language to read the original. The object 
of the Author throughout has been to ſhew the univerſal 
havock and deſolation with which theſe depredatory Sects 
- have threatened all Europe; Mine has been to excite the 
vigilant attention of my countrymen, leſt they fall into 
the ſnares that are laid to entrap them. This will, I hope, 
be thought a ſufficient reaſon for the following more cir- | 
cumſtantial application to Ireland and Great  Brizain of 
the dreadful plots that have been detailed in theſe Me- 
moirs. 


IRELAND. 


Hick ever ſince the year 1782, had — A phi 
petual ſcene of different aſſociations for different objects. 
The Volunteers had given riſe to much debate; the Ro- 
man Catholics had been actively employed in petitioning 
the legiſlature for the redreſs of certain grievances' under 
which they laboured; and their "Tr was at length 


partly acceded to. 


The firſt appearance, however, of the alleciation to 
which we now allude was in June, 1791. The propoſals 
15 it are couched in the ſtyle and exact terms of the Hie- 

3 e . 
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rophants of Illuminiſm. They recommend the format ion 
of an aſſociation, or, as it is ſtyled, © a beneficent con- 
« ſpiracy” to ſerve the people; aſſuming © the ſecrecy 
&* and ſomewhat of the ceremonial attached to Freema- 


& ſonry. Secrecy is declared to be neceſſary to make 


The bond of union more coheſive. and the ſpirit of union 


« more ardent; to. envelope the plan with ambiguity, to 


cr facilitate its own agency, to confound and terrify its 


3 enemies by their i ignorance of the deſign, extent, and 
C direction,” &c. Its Ceremonial i is alſo Maſonic in order 
to create enthuſiaſm. © Let every member wear (day 
60 and night) an amulet round his neck, containing the 
* great principle which unites the brotherhood, in letters 

of gold, on a ribbon, ſtriped with all the original co- 
- lours, and incloſed in a ſheath of white filk, to repre- 


8 ſent the pure union of the mingled rays, and the aboli- 


tion of all ſuperficial diſtinctions, all colours, and 
« ſhades of difference, for the ſake of one illuſtcfous End. 


«6 Let this amulet of union, faith, and honour, depend 


: « from the neck, and be bound about the body next to the 
« ſkin and cloſe to' the heart.” Maſonie Secrecy, Equa- 
lity, and Union, cannot poſſibly be better deſcribed. 

Its members are to be choſen from among men in the 
prime of life, without diſtinction of religion; true phi- 
lanthropiſts, © who are not bound down to obedience to 
« that voi ard werd EMPIRE, nor to the ſovereignty of 
* two founding ſyllables; from among men, in ſhort, 

& who know liberty, who wiſh to have *h and who are 
« determined to live and die free- men 41 vivre libre ou 


mourir ). 


This affociation (at firſt called the Iriſh 88 


and afterwards the United Iriſhmen) © will have, it is 
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cc amplitude of conception commenſurate to the progreſ- 


« philanthropy converge.” Its END is declared to be, 
« The rights of men in Ireland; the greateſt happineſs of 


« the greateſt number in this Iſland; the inherent and in- 


« defeaſible claims of every free nation? For, © the 
“ rights of man are the rights of God; and to vindicate 
<« the one is to maintain the other, We muſt be free, in 
« order to ſerve him whoſe ſervice is perfect freedom. 

The Hierophant next proceeds to ſtate, that “ to form 
« a ſummary of the national will and pleaſure in points 
« moſt intereſting to national happineſs, and then to put 


c ſive diffuſion of knowledge; — it will make the light of 


« this doctrine as ſpeedily as may be into practice, will : 


c be the purpoſe of this Central Society, or Lodge, from 


hic other lodges in the different towns will radiate.” 
The diſtinctions of rank, of property, and of religious 


perſuaſions, are to be aboliſhed z but whether any thing 
ſhort, of © great convulſion” can effectually and ſpeedily 
procure the reform propoſed, is to be, with many other 


principles of ſedition, the n of future diſcuſſion by 


the aſſociation. 


The whole body was to meet four times a year, * | 


the (regulating) committee once a month. "Theſe meet=- 
ings were to'be © convivial; converſational, not a deba- 
< ting ſociety; and confidential, the heart open and the 
* door locked.” Their external buſineſs to conſiſt, © rt, 


in publications to propagate their principles and effectu- 
* ate their ends. All papers for this purpoſe are to be 
4 ſanctioned by the committee. — 2dly, Communication 


<« with the different towns to be afliduouſly kept up, and 
every exertion uſed to accompliſh a National Conven- 
* tion. — 3dly, Communication with ſimilar ſocieties 


4 abroad, as the Jaconn CLuB at Paris, the Revolution © 
3 « Society 
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« Society 1 EXGLAND, the Committee of Reform IN 


« ScoTLAND.” 
Eulogies were to 5 be b (as in the Minerval 


"Schools ) & on ſuch men as ſhall have deſerved well of 


& their country until death, whoſe works ſhould live in a 
< library to be formed by the ſociety and dedicated to li- 


© berty. — © The ariſtocracy (poor dupes) were to be 


& made their inftruments.” — ( Iriſh Report, Appendix, 


No. IV.) — Such was the plan on which this aflociation 


was to be formed, and it was recommended to the people 


of Belfaſt by a Mr. Tone. On the gth of November, 


1791, the day on which the aſſociation was inſtituted at 


Dublin, a ſimilar invitation was publiſhed by it, and was 


ſigned Napper Tandy. Thus do we find that Liberty, 
Equality, Secrecy, Union, and the Rights of man, were the 
real objects of this aſſociation. It is true that Parliamentary 
Reform and Catholic Emancipation were held out as their 
only objects; but it has fince appeared upon oath, that 


theſe were only pretexts, and that © the people in Lein- 


c fter, Munſter, and Connaught did not care the value of 
« a pen, .or the drop of ink it contained, for Parliamen- 
« tary Reform or Catholic E won ral — ( I, 


Ne. XXI.) 


Their F pris and Regulations were alſo Maſonie,— 


Members were honorary or ordinary, and admitted be- 
tween two ſponſors, who vouched for the characters and 
principles of the candidates. The ſign and word were 
adopted. Funds were produced by admiſſion fees, loans, 


and voluntary contributions of the Ariſfocrats. Taxes 
alſo of one penny per month were levied on the indivi- 


duals of the aſſociation, and were generally tranſmitted 


through regular gradations to the High Superiors. Many 


changes, however, took place on this ſubect, and latterly 


* 


1 


1 
three pence per month was levied. Theſe funds were 
not even entruſted to the Provincial Committees; but 
a member of the Executive attended to carry away the 
monies as ſoon as they were received, — It is true, indeed, 
that the Executive accounted. to the e nnn 
once every three months. 

A Chairman, or Maſter, bande over 2 Lais e whoſe: 
duty it was to preferve order and direct debates; he had 
the power of fining refractory members to the amount of 
five ſhillings, and even of expelling. the member if he conti- 
nued to be contumacious; as alſo to eraſe ſuch members 
as did not attend their duty after they had been ſerved 
with a regular notice. Officers were appointed and the 
ſecretaries always belonged to a higher degree. The con- 
catenation of the degrees perfectly coincides with Weiſ- 
haupt's plan, as the following ſcale of correſpondence (of 
National, Provincial, County, and Baronial Committees, 
emanating from the Individual Societies) will demonſtrate. | 
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"When ee County; ene 6s 3 
members, it was equally divided by lot. The firſt cigh- | 
teen drawn by the ſecretary were conſidered as the ſenior 
ſociety, the remaining eighteen formed the junior ſplit, 
and received its number from the Baronial drr ir 
e medium of the ſenior ſplit. 


„ 
Phe Baroniai Committee was compoſed of the ſecre- 
taries,. treafurers, and a delegate from each individual fo- 


_ . ciety\under their diiection· The County and Provincial 
Committees were to be compoſed: of tlie ſecretaries, trea- 


ſurtrs, and a delegate from the Committees immediately 
under them. ( Ibid. No. II.) Ireland was ſubdivided into 
its four Provinces, and its-thirty-two Counties; but as ſoon | 
as two! County Committees utere formed, the Provincial 
Committee of that province was to be choſen. When two 


formedof five members from each Provincial Committee. 
No perſon whatever could mention the names of com- 
mittee- men: they were not even known to thoſe who had 


elected them in the caſe of the National or Executive 


Committee, the ſecretaries of the Provincial that examined 
the ballet only informing the perſons who had the majo- 
rity of votes, without reporting to the Electors. Thus 
was the ſociety entirely governed by untnotom Superiors. 


When any queſtions were propoſed in an inferior ſo- 


| ciety, and this ſociety wiſhed to tranſmit them to other 
ſocieties (either to get information” on the ſubject, or for 
any other reaſon) it was to ſend them to the committee 


under whoſe immediate direction it might be. 


Strange members were admitted to the meetings (or, as 
they termed-it, © to the honours of the ſitting) on pro- 


ducing their credentials; but the ſecretatics _ no re- 
turns in their preſence. 


A te ff was taken by every candidate previous to his 


admiſſion; in a ſeparate room, in preſence of his two ſpon- 


ſors and of à member delegated by the Maſter for that 
purpaſe. The teſt; was declared to be . 4 ſocial: and fa. 
erad compact, and was in the words following: & I, A. B. 
8 do i 1 an EF will perſevere in endea - 
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« youring to form à brotherhood' of affeftion among 
« Itiſhmen of every religious perſuaſion,” and that T wilt 
« alfo perſevere in my endèeavours to obtain an equal, full, 
c and adequate repfeſentation of all the people of Ire- 
« land. I d farther declare, that neither hopes nor fears, 
« rewards nor puniſhmefits, hall ever induce me, directly 
« or indirectliy, to inform! or give evidence againſt any 
« member or members of tlfis or ſimilar ſocieties, for any 
act or expreſfſibn of theirs done or mide collectiwely or 
oa individually, in or out of this ſociety, in piirſuahce of 
ee the ſpirit of this obligation.” ( Ibid. N# I) © © 
Dublin, Belfaſt,” and Newry, were now become the 
head- quarters of the new conſpitacy. The latter town 
eveti' enjoyed the excluſive privilege of printing the con- 
itutions of the aſſociation; till by 4 decree of the 7th De- 
cember 1796 it was reſolved, that they ſhould be printed 
in three different parts of the Kirigdom for convenienty's 
ſake. A delegate was alſo deputed from thence into the 
county of Cavan and the province of Leinſter,” where he 
founded a number of ſocieties: The whole county of 
Antrim was ſoon in a ferment; - its inhabitants were alf. | 
ſenters, whoſe religious tenets bordeted on democracy. 
The new-fangled Rights of Man began to be the favourſte 
theme of all the diſcontented in Europe Paine's Works 
. were profuſely diſtributed among the Iriſh; publications 
* all ſorts and ſizes were circulated, holding out * nb 
ce rance as the demon of diſcord — Union, as power, wiſ⸗ 
dom, and the road to liberty,” and teaching the' rifi hg 
brotherhood © that à more unf juſt conftitution could not 
be deviſed, than tha at which condemned the natives of z a 
4 country to perpetual ſervitude under the arbitrary do- 
- minion of ſlaves and ſtrangers that the fitſf and indiſ⸗ 


* penſable condition of the laws in a free ſtate is, the affent 
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« of thoſe whoſe obedience they require — that the 


* will of the nation muſt be declared. — Away from us 


« (cries the Hierophant) and from. our children thoſe 
c puerile antipathies ſo unworthy the manhood of nations, 
« which inſulate man as well as countries, and drive the 
* citizen back to the ſavage.” No longer ſhall man con- 


nne his attention to ſome few fragments of the temple of | 


Liberty. In future, « the ample earth is to be its area, 


4 and the arch of heaven its dome.” ( id. No. Y.)— 
The means of accompliſhing theſe great things were the 


union of the whole people; and England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, were ſimultaneouſly to raiſe their voice. In ſhort, 
the clergy, gentry, and government, were held out as the 
real oppreſſors of the people; and thus were all the prin- 


ciples of anarchy and deſtruction of property to be infuſed 
Into that ſame people. Clubs and meetings were held 


under various denominations ; the Defenders were invited 
to unite and make a common cauſe; and the County Com- 
mittees were particularly entruſted with the care of making 
an union between the Orange Men and the Catholics, 


RY through great precaution was to be obſerved in ſpeaking 


of the latter, left the Proteſtants ſhould take alarm. Union 


among themſelves and diſaffection to government was to 


conſtitute. their whole ſtrength. It was feared that the 
Catholic Clergy would impede their ſiniſter deſigns; re- 
ports were ſpread, © that the titular Biſhops had been 
« ſummoned before the Privy Council, and that they had 
ec received 2 bribe of five hundred guineas; that they 
c were to ſummon all their Prieſts, and command them 
, to do all in their power to diſcover ſuch of their flock 
* as were United Iriſhmen, or had any connection with 
« ſuch.” — ( Bid. Ne. II.) — ln thoſe parts where the 
population was Catholic, band-bills were di ſtributed, | 
. purporting 
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purporting to be the Conſtitution of the Orange Men, 
which was death and deſtruction to every Catholic; for, 
if the common people could be once ſtirred up to rebellion, 
it was eaſy to turn their minds againſt government as the 
centre of the Orange union (and what great weight muſt 
this aſſertion have lately acquired, when that badge was 


worn by perſons whoſe duty it is ever to be above party 


prejudice!) while, as in the county of Armagh, which had 
been the ſcene of much ſtrife between the contending par- 
ties, the Sect ſucceeded in uniting and leaguing them in 
one. common, cauſe againſt thoſe who were held out as 
the oppreſſors of the ſtate. 1 

. The chain of correſpondence. oi once pa eſtabl iſhed, 
communications were opened with England and Scotland, 
and negociations carried on with the French during the 
laſt fix months of 1795; and in April 1796 the outlines 
of a Treaty with F rance was drawn up by the National 
Committee, and tranſmitted to the F rench DireQory, — 
In the mean time the Se& continued to propagate its 
principles and enroll recruits, and on the 8th of Novem- 
ber all. the aſſociations received orders to hold themſelves 
in readineſs to riſe, and to procure-arms and ammunition, 
as the French were immediately expefied. _ 

On the 24th of December the French really did make 
their appearance at Bantry; ; and, ſtrange to ſay, they were 

not ſeconded in their attempts by the people, who uni- 
verſally roſe in the South to oppoſe their invaders; but 
this is accounted for in a ſtill more extraordinary manner. 
The Executive had received news, that the French had 
deferred their expedition till ſpring ; z this circumſtance 
threw them © off their guard, and in conſequence of it 


& no meaſures were taken to prepare the people for a 


(4 * of the F rench arm Ye The people were left ts. 
78 : «  them-' 
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r HHeniſeltes.” I Hope in God that this svowal, ale by 1 
ohe of their intended Governors, may prove a wholeſome 


lefon to that faire people, ald encourage them to follow 


the Idyat and 1 dictates 4 e heatts. _ peer 
Nl NF) = 
in future, the buſineſs' that wit chiefly occupy” the 
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wks 16s At of thefr prin had der 
the law originally; but the High Superiors found it neceſ- 
fary to declare, that no Committee below the County 


thould' be-enipowered to diſpoſe of the funds. Soon after 
this power was confined to the Provincial, and ultimately 
one of the Executive Directors always attended at the 


Provincial Committee to carry away with him to the Na- 


Tional Cotmittee whatever contributions had been levied 


on the biothefhOOd. The jealouſy of the brotherhdod 
obliged” the” National Committee at ofie time to iſſue 


4 proclamation; detlating that not © vn penny of their 
idnry bad been erprnled any other way than that it 


war intended fir.” The vigilance of Government great- 


ly contributed to augment the expences of the Sea, 
as many of the members were taken up and brought to 
trial Theſe were defended at the expence of the bro- 
thettiood; A regular Committee for the defence of pri- 
ſoners travelled the circuits; and the emifient talents' of 


Mr. Curran (employed at a great expence) will ever ſtand 


© voucher that juſtice was done the priſoners wherever he 


was preſent.” Large ſums were ſubſcribed by all claſſes, 
and the duped ariſtocrats (or, as one of the ſecretaries 
ſtyles them, the Araſtorricts) contributed at one ſingle 


; ſubſcription; in the county of Antrim, 3741. At the 


* 


ſpring 


[nr 1 
ſpring aſſizes of 1997, held in the county of Down, 7500 
were expended, and a ſafe conveyance Had been pr 


to the - priſoners that were confined in the jaiF of that 8 


county. This, however, was not the only means of de- 
fende deviſed; for it was given as the opinion of a Cdunty 
Committee, © that if there is any United Triſimen on the 
« jury that will commit any of the priſoners that is cone 
“ fined for being United Iriſſimen, ought to loſe their 
* 2x;/tence.” The expences became ſo hedvy at length; 
from buying arms and ſupporting and defending priſbners, 
that a lottery was ſet on foot; but what reader would fuf- 
pect (as was really the fact) that this meaſure was ob- 
jected to, on the plea that it AO the immorality Yf | 
the people? e 
To return to the new military organization of the Set. 
It was ordered, that every Baronial Committee ſhould 
form its three individual ſocieties into a company of one 
hundred men, chooſing one captain; two lieutenants, arid 
five ſerjeants total 108, The reader has already ſeen 
how exactly the correſponding ſcale coincided with Weiſ- 
haupt's Illuminiſm; but when the military formation be- 
gan to take effect, and tlie numbers increaſed beyond all 
expectationtꝭ ĩt was deemed neceflary to extend and change 
certain parts of this ſcale. Greater danger attending the 
taking of arms, the individual ſocieties began to ſplit as 
ſoon as their numbers amounted to twelve. Theſe were 
to be near neighbours, the better to watch over each 
other's actions and to enſure ſecrecy. The ſecretaries 
alone were to form the higher committees. They were 
the bearers of all orders from the higher to the lower 
degrees; they reported the progreſs made by, and the views 
of, the Sect, in as much as it was thought neceſſary to let 
them into the ſecret 3 ; for we find that even the County 
Com- 


, 7p" 3 
Committees were not in the ſecret as to the nature of the 
engagements entered into with the French. What un- 
bappy deluded people then were the lower aſſociators, who 
were informed of nothing, but were to be the mere 
agents of rebellion and murder, and were hurried on into 
this abyſs of horrors by a few political libertines who 
graſped at dominion, and wiſhed to wade to the helm of 
the ſtate through the blood of their countrymen ! Ne- 
vertheleſs, every petty piece of information that was 
tranſmitted to the lower degrees was en a 3 ta 
tbeir Canſtituents. | 
According to the new ſcale it was l that TEN. 
Individual Societies ſhould be under the direction of one 
Baronia! Committee; TEN Baronials to one upper Baro- 
nial; and in large towns TEN upper Baronials to one 
diftria. But as ſoon as a County contained four. or more 
Diſtrict Committees, the County Committee was created. 
When committees had been appointed in two counties, 
the Provincial. Committee was formed of two delegates 
from each, and the National Committee (or the Execu- 
tive) of five delegates from each, of the four Provincial 
Committees, though the National Committee was formed 
as ſoon as two Provincial Committees had been elected. 
A part of this Executive was ſtationary in each province 3 
and it appears that Dublin, Cork, and Galway, were their 
reſidence in three provinces; but with reſpect to Ulſter, 
it does not appear whether Belfaft, Armagh, or Newry, 
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The captains elected the evlonels; and the latter pra- 


poſed three perſons, one of whom was created adjutant- 


general by the national committee. It may not be im- 
proper here to remark the care with which theſe higher 
conſpirators ſought to preſerve their authority in their oun 
hands, even in caſe of a revolution; for when there was a 
queſtion afterward of forming a national aſſembly, it was 
reſolved that each of the thirty-two counties ſhould depute 
one perſon to be added to the executive, all lower ſocieties 
being caſt out of the balance, and only to be conſidered as 
agents, who, after having been robbed of every moral and 
Civil virtue, were to raiſe on high their ſanguinary chiefs 
and ſeducers, glutted with the blood of their lawful eo 
vernors. 


Here we ſee the amazing progpeſ made and the creat 


power acquired ſince the gth of November, 1791. Every 
thing now took a ſerious and military turn. The new- 


elected officers were inſtructed to fludy: tactics and acquire 


every ſpecies of military information with reſpect to roads, 


magazines, mills, &c. Plans were deviſed for the ſupport of 


the wives and children © during the exertions of the Bro- 
« therhaod in the field,” Every thing that could thwart 
government was diſcuſſed and reſolved. The conſumption 
of ſpirits was prohibited, in order to hurt the exciſe; 
bank-notes were cried down; and even the buying of 
quit-rents was exprefſly forbidden. In the mean time the 


High Superiors ſaw that this armed mob could not be com- 


petent of themſelves to cope with the king's troops; a means 
of debauching the latter from their allegiance was there · 
fore contrived. Hand-bills were privily circulated, hold- 


ing out their officers c as tyrants that had rebelled againſt 


© the rights of man, and whoſe orders were damnable; oo 
1 in ſhort, of the moſt 2 nature were diſ- 


5 | perſed 


perſed among the military by the towns - people, who were 
charged with the ſeduction of the troops of their garriſon. 
They ſwore-in ſome few of the ſoldiers; theſe ſwore 
others and when their number was ſufficient, ſocieties 
an and word, which were changed every month; the 
catechiſm for recognizing a true brother; and the oath, 
Wich was, © to. be true to the French republic, and to 
take the life of any man who would attempt to diſ- 
& cover... The rule for reckoning on friends among 
the military was, © that in caſe the perſon ſworn is an 
United Iriſhman, and has not taken any active ſteps 
& againſt the body or- any of its members, out ef the line 
« of his profeſſion, he was to be deemed ſtill the Friend of 
„ the United Iriſhmen.“ —( Ibid. No. II V.] — Thebet- 
ter to propagate the ſyſtem, it was held out to the military, 
& that when the French ſhould come, the ſoldiers were to 
© be ſuch as them; that there were to be no rich, but ALL 
4 EQUALITY; and that there was no uſe in their going 
u againſt the French, becauſe when all the Powers were 
„ againſt them, they could make no hand of them.” 
They were alſo tampered with reſpecting their pay. 
When all this had ſufficiently ſucceeded,. “ a ſoldier in 
% each company was appointed to make a return of united 
4 men in his reſpective company, while two of the 
< ſteadieſt men from each regiment & were employed to 
carry theſe returns” to the towns-people. Theſe, in 
return, informed them of the progreſs made by the Set in 
Ireland, and of its numbers on-board the Engliſh and 
French fleet; as alſo of all kinds of news from the lat- 
ter. A plan was ſettled, © that upon a ſignal given, (and 
this was ſetting fire to a. houſe, or ſome ſuch token, ) if 
* it was by day hight, the men ſhould turn out of the 
| | g « ranks; 3 
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« Tanks; and if it was 1 1 and it could be ſo con- 
« trived, an United Iriſhman ſhquld. de ſentry at the gate, 
6 who was to ſell the barracks 3 and ſuch United Iriſhy 
« men as were within the barracks were to exert them 
60 ſelves in ſeizing ſuch arms and ammunition within as 
&« they « could get.—If there were but thirty friends in the 
« barracks, by hay ing them diſperſed up and down in the 
« rooms, when, the attack was to be made, they could give 
« the arms to the towns-people.” If any part of the 
garriſon were not to be depended upon, the cannons ſeized 
were to be pointed on the barracks, or whole corps were 
to be cut off for refuſing to coaleſce with them. Same 
of the brotherhood even went fo far as to attempt to ſes 
fire to the ſtores; but the burning coals were luckily diſ- 
covered by a dragoon. Such was the plan for gartiſans 
and towns; the mode of proceeding in camp is mp | 
fied i in that of Bandon: „On the 1ſt of July, 2797, the 


00 country was to be ſet on fire on both ends and in tho 
« middle; and then, with what friends Mr. O'Brien 


« near Bandon could ſend them, and what friends they 1 


« had i in camp, about F our Hundred, they intended firſt 
“ taking the cannon, and then taking the bell tents, with : 
<« the ſmall arms, which they would give. to the country 
« people ſent by Mr. O'Brien, and then go put General 
« Coote and as many officers as they could ta death, and 
« retreat to Bautry, take poſſeſſion of the battery, and 
c keep it if poſſible till the French would land. It appeared 
4 that at a future time, when a riſing was alſo to have taken 
place, that the ſoldiers were to put all their officers to death, 
and the yeomanry alſo if they oppeſed them. In return fos 
ſo ſignal a ſervice, the town of Skibbereen was to be 
given up to the ſeldiers for pillage during eight hours. 
( Ibid. AXAXLX, } — Thus do we ſee the gradual progreſs of 


this 


+ | 16 ] 
is horrid aſſociation toward its cruel and ſanguinary ob- 
jet — THE GREAT END!! The committees in fu- 
ture proceed with the greateſt eagerneſs to prepare every 
thing that can involve their country in rebellion and 
bloodſhed. After the example of the bloody Marat, and 
according to the true principles of the Sect, a paper en- 
titled the Uw Io STAR was publiſhed at Belfaſt, printed , 
only on one ſide, ſo that it could be paſted on the walls of 
the ſtreets. Let this paper deſcribe itſelf : & As the Union | 
Star is an official paper (of the Brotherhood) the mana- 
& gers promiſe the public that no characters ſhall be ha- 
& zarded but ſuch as are denounced by authority, as being 
the partners and creatures of Pitt and his ſanguinary 
e journeyman Luttre!l ” (that is to ſay, Lord Carhampton, 
the commander-in-chief}). * The Star offers to public 
c juſtice the following deteſtable traitors, as ſpies and 
« perjured informers. Perhaps ſome arm more lucky than 
« the reſt y reach their hearts, and free the world from _ 
4 bondage.” Then was given a lift of proſcriptions, ex- 
actly ſuch as Marat gave when he ſtyled, himſelf the politi- 
cal calculator, becauſe, when four men had been torn to 
| pieces by the demoniacs of Paris, he ſtated, that ſubtract- 
ing 4 from 30,000 there till remained 29,996 ariſtocrats 
to fall beneath the national vengeance. Now this official 
_ writer, in his frantic rage, thus addreſſes his Sovereign : : 
« Let the indignation of man be raiſed againſt the im- 
« pjous wretch who prophanely aſſumes the title of reign- 
« ing by the grace of God, and impudently tells the 
4 world he can do no wrong. — Oh, man!] or rather leſs, 
* Oh, king! will the ſmothered groans of my coun- 
« trymen, who in thy name fill the innumerable dun- 


= * you have . for pe, the rights of man, 
10  'Bo 
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« be conſidered no wrongs ? — Go, impious blaſphemer ! 
« and your hypocritical ſorcerers, to the fate PHILoso- 
« pay, Juſtice, and LIBER TV conſigns thee. Tis in- 
« evitable, thy impoſitions are detected; thy kind have 
been brought to juſtice. The firſt poſſeſſor of thy 
e trade has recently bled for the crimes of the craft, — 
« We appeal to thy noble and venerated name, O Bru- 
cc tus! who bravely aſſaſſinated the tyrant of your coun- 
« try amidſt his cohorts and in the preſence of his pen- 
« fjoned ſenate.” — (XXT1T.) — Theſe are literal ex- 
tracts from this paper; and no Knight Kadoſch of Maſon- 
ry nor Man-king of Illuminiſm could hold more violent 
language. Another paper, nearly as wild, called TRR 
PRtss, was publiſhed by Mr. Arthur O'Connor, with a 
ſimilar view of inflaming the minds of the people. The 
violence of his own productions may be preſumed from the 
ſentence he paſſes on all the moſt violent papers of Eng- 
land in his letter to his Brother. We (Burdett and 
« himſelf) ordered you the COURIER ; as to the morning 
« papers. they are mere lumber in your office ; ſo we did 
< not ſend you more than the CouRits, as in the buſi- 
«© neſs of the Preſs we found it uſeleſs to have any other.” 
wk Trials at Maidſtone.) 
The Committees continued to receive daily reports of 
the motions and determinations of their allies, the French 
of their friends in England and in Scotland; and of the 
immenſe progreſs that the Sect was making. November, 
1706, they are informed, © that four new Societies are 
« organized in Scotland, and that the County of Kerry 
« Militia required one hundred conſtitutions for their own 
« uſe.” In April, 1797, that “ their numbers are im- 
“ menſe in Leinſter, though unacquainted with the ſyſ- 
F 1 


E 


0. tem of organization. In Ulſter there were 116,844 
« men organized. _ 

In May, a new ſcene opens itſelf, which unfortunately 
ſhews us, that the Iriſh Brotherhood were no ſtrangers to 
deliberate aſſaſſination. Between the hours of eight and 

nine on a Sunday morning, the 7th of May, 1797, a man 
of the name of James Dunn (a ſmith and farrier, who had 
been in Lord Carhampton's ſervice for the ſpace of fifteen 

years, and lived in a houſe at his lordſhip's park- gate) pre- 
ſented himſelf at a Baronial Committee, held in a public- 

| houſe, Strand-ftreet, Dublin. Maurice Dunn, the keep- 
er of the houſe, was his ſponſor, and “ would engage his 
« life for him that he was p or flraight.” Hereupon 
the ſigns of the Brotherhood were put to him; and having 
by his anſwers proved that he was a true and accepted 
Brother, the chairman took the chair. James Dunn then 
ſubmitted to the Society, © that he and a few more friends 
« were thinking of doing out (ſhooting): Carhampton, 


F be reſolutions entered into by the united ſocieties of Donaghadee and 
its vicinity (and ſeized on the 14th of April, 1797) are too explicit to be 
omitted here. They reſolved, that all power is radically in the peo - 
« ple; that at the preſent criſis the people being united ſhould arm, 
« chuſe their officers, and take a firſt, ſecond, and third, requiſition of 
& ſuch as are able to go forth to war in defence of their rights as men ;" 
< that if any prove hoſtile to liberty, their eſtates or property ſhall be 
cc confiſcated, and converted to the national fund. All enemies to the 
cauſe were to be tried by a jury, © according to the law then exiſting; and 
a Revolutionary Committee was to be eſtabliſhed. It is true, that this patrio · 
dic zeal was condemned by the Provincial Committee as fremature; but it 
3s to be remembered, that the High Superiors of the Set feared nothing 
but a premature inſurrection; - for,” ſay they, by that means Govern- 
« ment would have it in their power to put us down, never to riſe, at 
de leaft for a century; and like wiſe we have paid a great deal of money to 
<< the people in gaol, and it will take a large ſum of money to aſſiſt 
47 them all winter.” ew ¶ Appendix, No, II. 
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“ hecauſe he was a great hindrance to matters getting 
« forward.” This news electrified the whole committee 


with joy. One exclaimed, © It is great news. © It is 
« glorious news,” cried another: It is the beſt news we 


© have heard yet,” ſaid a third; and a fourth declared, 
that “ jt would do more for the cauſe than had ever been 
done before.” Dunn then mentioned a narrow part of the 


road leading to Luttrelſtown, and a ftone wall from 
whence he might have a /ap at Lord Carhampton, who he 
ſaid was damned wary, and always carried piſtols with 
him ; but one good blunderbuſs would do as much as ten 


| piſtols. He then declared that four friends, John Brode- 


rick, Peter Reilly, Patrick Carty, and Ed. Martin, had 
engaged to join him; on which the committee named 
ſeven of their members to deliberate on fo important a bu- 
fineſs, and ordered them to meet at ſeven o'clock the ſame 


evening, when Dunn and his companions were to attend. 


The cuſtomary oath of ſecrecy was taken by all preſent, 
to the number of 17; they then parted, after giving as. 
the new word © x GOOD ACT.” At ſeven in the evening 
the delegated members met, one excepted. The oath of 
ſecrecy having been adminiſtered to the four friends, they 
were introduced. Thomas Byrne then ſaid, I ſuppoſe 


& thoſe are friends and gentlemen; I ſuppoſe we all un- 


« derſtand what we are met about?“ — © If they were 


4 not,” anſwered Dunn, “I would not bring them here.” 


— © We know the buſineſs we are met about (ſays 


Byrne) ; let us proceed.” Various plans were then pro- 


poſed . for doing his Lordſhip out. Dunn repeated his ; 


Byrne would have at leaſt a party of nine mounted; but 
John Ferral, with ſanguinary zeal, inſiſted that every per- 
ſon preſent ſhould partake of the foul deed; and his opi- 


nion was adopted. Another reſolution propoſed by Byrne 
Þ' a. ; then 


20 J 
then paſſed : © that three at leaſt ſhould go out diſguiſed 
c with looſe coats and blunderbuſſes; and the reſt, as 
4 yeomen cavalry, to be armed with piſtols.” The plan 
of execution was, that © thoſe with blunderbuſſes were to 
* come at the back of the carriage and to fire in; thoſe 
< with the piſtols were then to ride on, and fire in at the 
windows, leſt the fire from behind ſhould not have 
c taken effect; and as they paſſed the feotman and poſitilion 
<« they were alio to diſpatch them; they were then to re- 
“ charge their pieces, ride on in a body towards Dublin, 
<« and keep together, ſo as to ſecure their retreat.” A new 
oath was then taken, © to be ſtaunch and ſteady, and true 
& to one another in the buſineſs.” When the book came 

to John Ferral, he enthuſiaſtically exclaimed, < If this 
& buſineſs miſſes, if proviſion be made for my family, I 
& will undertake to do him in the ſtreets.” Several meet- 

ings were afterwards held on the ſubject; for never 
was a murder more deliberately planned. Money being 
neceſſary for procuring arms, the chairman of the commit- 
tee applied to the Baronial Secretary, who referred him to 
the Treaſurer; and the Sunday after (May 14) James 
Dunn and Patrick Carty were arreſted in the Phcenix- 
park. Carty had, together with his father (a Chelſea 
penſioner} been a conſtant labourer on Lord Carhampton's 
demeſne, and had a houſe rent-free, The day after the 
arreſt Lord Carhampton viſited Dunn in priſon, in the 
hope that he would diſcover what was become of the 
three other aſſaſſins, but he received no fatisfaQory anſwer. 
On his Lordſhip expreſſing his ſurprize that the priſoner 
ſhould be capable of fo atrocious a deed, the aſſaſſin anſwer- 
ed, that © he thought it was 4 good act; that he had no 
<« perſonal diſlike to his Lordſhip, and would never execute 
« i alone, but with his party; that he had never ſuffered 


5 = | eee 


0 21 1 

0 any injury from him; but that he was ſworn to execute 
« it, and if he were out of that (the priſon) he would 
cc execute it if he could. As to the murdering the poor 
innocent poſtillion, © it was to do the thing completely.“ 
After this are we to be ſurprized at the horrid murders 
that have taken place. Lord Carhampton, ſome time after 
the arreſt of the ſon, had an interview with Carty, the 
father, and told him “ that if his fon would give exami- 
“ nations he was inclined to let him do ſo; and in that 
te cafe he thought his life might be ſaved; and he defired 
ce the father would tell the ſon fo.” © The father ſaid, he 
« was apprehenſive, that if his ſon gave examinations, he 
« would be murdered.” | have dwelt on this example, as 
it was the ſubject of a trial, in which the Attorney-Ge- 
neral proſecuted for the crown, and four counſel attended 
on the part of the priſoner, Mr. Curran, Mr. M*Nally, 
Mr. Greene, and Mr. Emmett, who had himſelf been a 
member of the Executive Directory from January till the 
beginning of May. Such able counſel and fo public a 
trial will ever ſtamp this as an authentic document.—( See 

Report of the Trials of Cty and Dunn, IE by 
Ridgeway. * | 

In June, the captains were informed, that the national 
committee had been fitting fifteen days; but, as only 
10,000 men of the County of Antrim would riſe, the bu- 
ſineſs was retarded, The colonels of the County of 
Down were unanimous for the riſing. . In July their hopes 
were buoyed up by an intimation that 75,000 men were 
embarked at the Texel for Ireland ; but theſe were irre- 
parably broken by the immortal Danny on the 11th of 
October. 

In Auguſt they received news, that a number of ſoci- 
eties had been formed in North America, and that theſe 
„„ had 
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had tranſmitted 211 dollars to their Brethren in Ireland. In 


October a perſon, juſt arrived from Scotland, attended at 
the county meeting, held at Down Patrick, and * fewed 


« @ Scotch conſtitution, which Was, WORD FOR WORD, 


« the ſame as the Iriſh; only that the words NORTH 
« BriTONs were put in the place of IRISHMEN.” No- 
vember 14, inquiries were made of the delegates of the 
Province of Ulſter, © whether they thought that they 
« could diſarm the military within themſelves ; and they 


“ all faid that they could, except Armagh.“ Appendix, 
Ne. XIF.) — On the 28th of December, „One conſti- 


“ tution was voted to a member, to be given to part of 
« a ſhip's company lying in Belfaſt-Lough, for the propa- 
« oation of the general principle.” At the Provincial 


| Meeting for Ulſter, held the 1ſt of February, 1798, it 


was reported, that © three delegates (of whom the unfor- | 
« tunate Quigley, ſince executed at Maidſtone, was one) 


& had juſt arrived from France ;, that the French were 


4 going on with the expedition; and that it was in a 
« greater ſtate of forwardneſs than was expected; but 


<« what was moſt flattering, was, that three delegates had 


« been ſent from the UNITED BRITONS to the Iriſh 
« National Committee; and that from that very moment 
“ they were to conſider ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, and IRE 
© LAND, as one people acting for one common caule : 
4 There were Legiſlators now choſen from the three 
« kingdoms to act as an executive for the whole.” · They 
were alſo informed, that Quigley and one Arthur Mac 
Mahon, of Hollywood, had been the two principal perſons 
who, during the preceding ſummer, had opened the commu- 
nication with the United Britons. ( Ibid.) The delegates 
from England crought an addreſs from the United Bri- 
tons to the United Iriſh, In high flown and patriotic lan- 

guage, | 


4 23, I 


guage, the United Britons informed their FELLOW MEN; 


U 


that © various political ſocieties had been inſtituted for 
« the purpoſe of REFORM. — But they had vaniſhed, or 


« diſcontinued their exertions. The LONDON CokRE- 
« SPONDING Society, and other ſocieties in union with it; 
« had riſen upon their ruins.” — That England was never 
without friends to ſubſtantial Liberty; but that the flame of 
Liberty had been for a long time ſmothered, © till the 
« French revolution again fanned its dying embers into 


* a plow, which, they hoped and truſted, would never be 


tc extinguiſhed. — Our numbers (ſay they) are immenſe, 
« our influence ſtil] more conſiderable, -and our ſentiments 
accord with yours. We are unthinned by the tyranny 
« of the law or of the ſword Our delegate is entruſted to 
lay before you our proceedings.” And they conclude 
« With beſt wiſhes for the amelioration of the condition of 
« man, and hopes that your exertions and virtues, aided 
« by an united people, will ſpeedily emancipate your 
« country: We remain, in bonds of Brotherhood and' 
% Union, | 


Fours fraternally.” 


—_ Fan. 5, 1798. (Seal. ) 
It appears on the evidence of John Hughes ( Lancs 
No. I.) a printer of Belfaſt, that the delegate was a Mr. 
Bonham, who was accompanied by Citizen Baily and the 
younger Binns. The latter, who was introduced to 
Hughes by, Quigley, ſaid that he had diſtributed moſt of 
the printed addreſſes, and deſired to have an addition 
of them printed. Accordingly a thouſand were printed, 
and three guineas paid for them by a perſon of Belfaſt, 
During this month a regular military committee was 
e by the Executive, © to conſider and digeſt ſuch 
=P 40 plans, 
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« plans, and dire& the military force in ſuch manner, as 
« might be neceſſary in caſe of inſurrection; and in caſe 
&« of invaſion to co-operate with the French.“ 

On the 27th of February it was reported, that the 


Aſſociation had at that time fourteen delegates in France, 


and that there had been held in London a meeting of all 
the delegates of England and Scotland, In March, the 
brotherhood of the province of Leinſter ſuſtained a con- 
fiderable ſhock, by the arreſt of ſome of its leading mem- 
bers; but on the 25th of the ſame month it appears, that 
< the Provincial Committee of Leinſter had perfectly re- 


& covered from the ſhock ; they (the delegates of Leinſter) 
& were only four days from the time they were taken before 


cc they had the whole province in a complete ſtate of orga- 
© nization; the Government had alſo taken three of the 


* Executive, but there were three appointed in their place 


ct the very evening after they were taken.” How truly does 
this demonſtrate Weiſhaupt's aſſertion, that when he once 
has properly organized his bands, he will bid defiance to all 


his opponents. 


Another principle * that prototype of rebellion had, 
unfortunately, been too well underſtood by the founders 
of the Iriſh brotherhood, and that was to make them- 
ſelves maſters of the education of youth. Many ſchool- 


' maſters (as I have been credibly informed) have ſhown 


themſelves extremely active in the whole courſe of this 
unfortunate affair. The very firſt man who was tried 


and executed in Ireland, for ſwearing-in the deluded Iriſh 


to be true to the French, was a ſchool-maſter called Lau- 
rence O*Connor. —.The following are extracts from his 
papers, and proved on his trial: “ I, A. B. do ſwear in 
the preſence of Almighty God, that I will be true to 


* the pres United States of France and Ireland, and 


8 every 


6: 1 


cc every other Kingdom in Chriſtianity, without its being | 
cc hurtful to ſoul or body, as long as they prove ſo to me. 
« And that I will not come as evidence againſt any of my 
« brethren or committees, in any court or place whatſo- _ 
& ever, excepting in court-martial, under penalty of being 
cc excluded, or death without mercy — All brothers to live 
„ lovingly and harmoniouſly, and quarrellous to be ex- 
© cluded, as the Committee thinks proper.“ 

'« Theſe articles are according to the Foreign United 
4 States of France and Ireland, by order of our committee 
« of L. G. No. 16.” 

A ſecond paper was in theſe wood « The bearer, A. B. 
« was initiated into our ſublime degree of L. L. L. by me 
c x* D. 95 

There were alſo found on the priſoner three —_ 
certificates, one of Free Maſons, a ſecond of Royal Arch, 
and a third of Knights Templars, ſhowing that O' Con- 
nor was of theſe Orders. One of the Counſel attempted 
to explain away the oath, repreſenting it as © the mere 
rhapſody of a warm imagination, uſed to exerciſe itſelf on 
Maſonic myſteries ; ** he repreſented to the jury, that “ it 
would be a cruel verdict indeed that would convict a man 
of high treaſon, merely for fing a few cabaliſtical words 
and ſymbols.” I will venture to affirm, that ſhould the 
learned counſel ever chance to peruſe the Memoirs of 
Facobiniſin, he will have a clearer inſight into the Cauſe 
he had to defend, than when at Naas at the adjournment 
of the ſummer aſſizes in 1795,—( See his Trial.) 

What a melancholy ſcene did the ſeat of ſcience 
(I mean the Univerſity of Dublin) preſent, when on the 
19th, 20th, and 21ſt of April, 1798, it appeared on the 
cleareſt evidence that a body of United Iriſhmen had or- 
| PAGE 2 within the walls of the College ! had 

conſulted 


* 


conſulted about providing themſelves with arms, and had 
elected officers! Nineteen ſtudents were expelled, and 
ſome other perſons cenſured, — (Vi jitation held by Lord 
Clare.) y 
In the mean time open rebellion continued its progreſs; 
and on the 1ſt of April it is reported to a committee, that 
' letter had been received “ from Bartholomew Teeling 
(executed in September 1798, being taken in arms with 
the French in their invaſion at Killala) „who was one 
4 of the delegates in France, ſtating, that the French 
« troops would moſt certainly be on board by the middle 
of this month. The troops from Breſt and that neigh- 
« bourhood were determined to try to evade the Britiſh 
« fleet, and to land in Ireland; of courſe the Britiſh fleet 
'« would follow them; and while thus drawn off, all the 
« other troops embarked at other ports would make a 
& defcent on England. Whatever might reſult from this 
a attempt, it was the fixed determination of the National 
Committee, in cafe the French ſhould be fruſtrated, 
« that the brotherhood ſhould of themſelves make a riſing. 
* The citizens of Dublin, it was ſuppoſed, with the aſ- 
<« fiftance of the army, could ſeize the capital at any 
« moment.” Unfortunately, the principles of the Set 
had made ſuch a progreſs, that as early as February the 
returns declared the numbers of the brotherhood to amount 
in Ulfter to 110,999, in Munſter to 100,634, and in 
Leinſter to 68,272; and out of 8,000 military in Dublin 
alone, it was ſtated that 3,800 would act againſt Govern- 
ment. The Executive proceeded to carry their determin- 
ation into execution. Dublin, Chapel-izod, the camp and 
the government, were to be ſeized on at one and the 
fame time; and the ſignal was to be given to the whole 


country, by the barring of the mail * But, in 
order 
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(FI 
order to get poſſeſſion of the camp at Lehaunſtown, the 
Meſſrs. Sheares applied to Captain Armſtrong, who, true 
to his duty (and happily for his country), laid open the 
whole of the plan to his commanding officer, at whoſe ex- 

preſs deſire he continued to commune with the conſpira- 
tors. He was queſtioned by them as to the ſtrong and 
weak ſides of the camp; and a Mr. Lawleſs (a ſurgeon), 
with the natural humanity of the Sect, obſerved, that © the 
trees on the right of the camp would be very convenient for 
hanging people.” At length it was agreed, between the 
Meſſrs. Sheares (John was a member of the Executive) 
and Captain Armſtrong, that the latter ſhould & ere& a 
4 ſtandard upon the night to be fixed upon for the attack 
« upon the camp, which was to be joined by all whom 
cc he had previouſly known to be United Iriſhmen ; that 
« no perſon was to be ſpared; and they were not to be 
« given the option of joining at the time of the attack.” 

The camp once carried, and Dublin fallen into the 
hands of the conſpirators, we may judge of the uſe they 
meant to make of their victory, by the. following paſſages 
of a proclamation found in the poſſefſion of Mr. Henry 
Sheares, and in the hand-writing of John Sheares, the 
member of the Executive: 

« Triſhmen ! your country is free, and you are about 
« to be avenged. That vile government, which has ſo 
&© Jong and ſo cruelly oppreſſed you, is no more. Some of 
its moſt atrocious monſters have already paid the For- 
c feit of their lives, and the reft are in our hands,— 
« Ariſe then, United Sons of Ireland! Riſe like a great 
« and powerful people, determined to be free or die! — 
« Arm yourſelves by every means in your power, and 
« ruſh like lions on your foes — In the cauſe of Liberty, 
88 inaction is — and the coward ſhall forfeit the 
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& property he has not the courage to protect: let his arms 
* be ſeized, and transferred to thoſe gallant ſpirits who 


© want and will uſe them. Yes, Iriſhmen, we ſwear by 
« that eternal juſiice, in whoſe cauſe you fight, that the 


& brave patriot who ſurvives the preſent glorious ſtruggle, 


* and the family of him who has fallen or ſhall fall here- 
&, after in it, ſhall receive from the hands of a grateful 
4 nation an ample recompenſe out of that property which 
& the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hands. 
« But we likewiſe ſwear, to n 3 with death 
& and infamy 11! 


& As for thoſe degenerate wretches who turn their 


R ſwords againſt their native country, the national ven- 
& geance awaits them let them find no quarter, unless 
* they ſhall prove their repentance by ſpeedily deſert- 
de Ing. —&Cc. &c. | 

Many military feel the lone of liberty glow within 


& their breaſts, and have joined the national ſtandard. 


& Receive with open arms ſuch as ſhall follow ſo glorious 


e an example. But for the wretch who turns his ſword 


« againſt his native country, let the national vengeance 
cc be viſited on him, let him find no quarter.” —( Trial of 
Meſſrs. Sheares.) 

The foregoing is more than ſullicient to ſhow the na- 
ture of this aſſociation. My object has not been to write 
the. hiſtory of the late rebellion, but merely to ſhow that 
its objec, end, and means, were entirely fimilar to that of 
the infernal Sects deſcribed in the Memoirs that have juſt 
been laid before the Engliſh reader. May my countrymen 
profit of this awful example in Ireland, and guard againſt 


the inſidious progreſs of that dect in Great Britain ! 


GREAT 


1 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


WIEN we turn our eyes toward Great Britain, 8 
ciations of a ſimilar tendency appear; under a great di- 
verſity of names indeed, but all actuated by a ſimilar 
ſpirit. Their firſt object was, to captivate the minds of 
the people by means of © lectures delivered on political 
« ſubjects, calculated by their very extravagance to catch 
« the attention of the audience; and in the courſe. of 
« them every topic was employed that could inflame their 
« minds, alienate them from the laws and conſtitution of 
cc their country, and habituate them to principles of ſe- 
« dition and rebellion. The moſt violent publications 
cc to the ſame effect were ſecretly but generally circulated 
c in hand-bills, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
« parts of the country. Every point that could excite 
tc diſcontent, according to the purſuits, intereſts, or pre- 
* judices, of different claſſes, has been ſucceſſively dwelt 
* on, and always in ſuch a manner as to connect it with 
« the leading deſign. The attempt to accompliſh' this 
„ End has appeared in the ſhape even of play-bills and 
* ſongs; ſeditious toaſts, and a ftudied ſelection of the 
cc tunes which have been moſt in uſe in France ſince the 
© Revolution, have been applied to the, ſame purpoſe, af 
tc endeavouring to render deliberate incitements to every 
<« ſpecies of treaſon familiar to the minds of the people. 
(Eng. 2d Report, p. 20.) — * In the ſame manner (ſay 
« the conſpirators) that a farmer may be rouſed by the 
« mention of tithes, the ſhoemakers may by the exceſſive 
„ dearneſs of leather, the inn-keeper by the numerous and 
<« unneceſſary landing army, and ALL by a temperate 
. and e, relation of the immenſe number of ſi- 


cc necure 


1 
« necure places and uſeleſs offices, in which the corrupt 
& and proſtitute favourites, agents, &c. of the Rich and 
« Great riot in the ſpoils and plunder wreſted from the 
| - © huſbandman, mechanic, &c.—{ Ap. C. p. 28.) 
| The aſſociation that took the lead was, THE SOCIETY 
rox ConsTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, which on the 
23d of March, 1791, voted thanks to Thomas Paine for 
his work on the Rights of Man. — ( 16:4. 21.) Other 
ſocieties, ſuch as thoſe of Sheffield, Mancheſter, &c. paſſed 
fimilar votes, for his having demonſtrated the rights of 
man in a manner ſo clear and convincing. In May, 1792, 
this ſociety reſolved, that a communication ſhould be 
opened with the Facobin Club of Paris; and an addreſs 
to that club was tranſmitted, ſigned by the chairman. An 
addreſs was alſo voted to the National Convention on the 
' gth of November, 1792, in conſequence of the attack of 
the roth of Auguſt on the French Monarch, ſtyling the 
Convention & ſervants of the ſovereign people, and be- 
« nefattors of mankind. The benefits (they ſay) will in 
« part be ours, but the glory will be all your own; and- 
« it is the reward of your perſeverance ; it is the prize 
« of virtue.” —{ Ibid. 24.) 
Another aſſociation, calling itſelf THE LONDON Con- 
RESPONDING SOCIETY, was inſtituted in January, 1792. 
It immediately formed a cloſe connection with the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information; on the 12th October, 
1792, it framed an addreſs to the French Convention; the 
* deputies who preſented it, “ after pointing out their wiſhes 
4 to effect in this country a revolution ſimilar to that 
4 made in France, conſider the example of France as 
© having made revolutions eaſy ; adding, that it would not 
4 be extraordinary, if in a ſhort ſpace of time the French 
— ſhould {end addrefles of TR to a National Con- 
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* vention of England; and the preſident if his anſwer ſays, 


“ the moment, without doubt, approaches when the French 


« will bring congratulations to the National Cunventios 
4 of Great Britain.“ — ( Ibid. 25.) The fraternal em- 
ein and the honours of the ſitting were the natural 


recompenſe of ſuch patriotic declamation. The ſanguinary 


Barrere, St. Andre, and the infolent Roland, were de- 
clared honorary members, and the ſpeeches of the two 
former on the trial of Louis XVI. were entered on the 
books of the ſociety. | 

Various ſocieties were now formed in different parts of 
England, all correſponding with thoſe in London, as their 
centre. Reform in parliament, univerſal ſuffrage, and annual 
elections, were the objects held out to the over-credulous. 
Soon we find the London Society for CONSTITUTIONAL 
INFORMATION and the London CORRESPONDING So- 
CIETY in cloſe connection with, and actually directing, 
ſimilar focieties at Her TFoRD; at CAMBRIDGE; in 
NorFoLK, at Norwich; at LEICESTER; in WaAR- 
WICKSHIRE, at Coventry and Birmingham; at Nor- 
TINGHAM3 in DERBYSHIRE at Derby and Belper ; in 


CnxskiRE, at Stockport; in LANCASHIRE, at Liverpool 


and Manchefter ; in YORKSHIRE, in the Weſt-Riding, 
at Sheffield, Leeds, Bradford, Hallifax, Huddersfield, and 
Wakefield; in NORTHUMBERLAND, at Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne, &c. Aſſociations were alſo formed at BRISTOTL. 
With reſpe& to ScorLAx D, £4:nburgh appears to have 


been the central point for that country, correſponding 


with London. In the interior of Scotland, and under its 
direction, we find many towns, ſuch as Leith, Dundee, 
Perth, Stirling, Kilfyth, Kerkintulloch, Glaſgow (which 
alſo correſponded with London) Paiſley, Strathaven, Dal- 


keith, &c. "Or rules of proceeding, and for ſub- 
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_ dividing the ſocteties, are to be traced again. But nothing” 


can better illuſtrate the nature of theſe aſſociations than 
that of Sheffield. . 
This an They tell us { Appendix D.) themſelves, 
ce originated in an aſſembly of five or fix mechanics, who 
« by their meeting at ſome one of their houſes, and con- 
« verfing about the enormous high price of proviſions ; the 
« groſs abuſes this nation labours under from the un- 
“ bounded authority of the Monopoliſers of all ranks, from 
« the KING to the PEASANT; the waſte and laviſh of the 
tc public property by placemen, penſioners, luxury, and 
« debauchery, ſources of the greivous burthens under 
« which the nation groans; together with the mock re- 
ce preſentation of the people; — theſe being the ſubjects 
« of their converſation, they concluded, that nothing but 
« DARKNESS and IGNORANCE in the people could ſuffer 
ce the rights of every freeman to be THUs vzolated.” 
They then invited their neighbours to deliberate on this 
patriotic diſcovery; they reprinted an edition of 1600 
copies of Paine's Rights of Man, and ſold it at ſixpence, 
to enlighten their fellow-countrymen. They ſtyle them- 
ſelves the Society for Conftitutional Information, write 
up to London, on the 15th of January, 1792, to requeſt 
the favour of forming a connection with all the like 
& ſocieties in England, and eſpecially with thoſe or ſome 
, of. them in London, the Thatched-houſe, the London- 


© tavern, or others, and humbly ſolicit their advice and 


« aſſiſtance in the accompliſhing thereof, in order to form 


© our reſolves fi | milar to theirs; becauſe, as we are actua- 


© ted by the SAME cauſe and principle, and all our in- 
<« tereſts being one, our ſentiments ought and muſt be the 
« ſame,” In about four months after, they inform the 


London Society, that © not only their large and populoys 


” towrny 


t 33 1 


* town, but the whole neighbourhood for many miles round 
4 about, have an attentive eye upon them; and that moſt 
* of the towns and villages were forming themſelves into 
« fimilar aſſociations, ſtriftly copying after us.” They 
alſo declare their object to be, a RADICAL REFORM of 
«> the Country as ſoon as prudence and diſcretion would 
permit, and eſtabliſhed on that ſyſtem which is conſiſ- 
ce tent with the rights of man.” They requeſt that cer- 
tain members of their aſſociation may be admitted to the 
London meeting, which now becomes the regulating com- 
mittee, that . a more cloſe connection might be formed 
c and communication be maintained, for the extenſion of 
« uſeful knowledge from town to village, and from village 
© to town, until the whole nation be ſufficiently enligh- 
« tened and united in the ſame cauſe,” which cannot fail of 


«© being the caſe wherever the moſt excellent works of 


« Thomas Paine find reception.” Should any perſon 
Wiſh to be convinced, that all theſe, as well as the Iriſh 
ſocieties, were formed on Weiſhaupt's correſponding ſcale, 
let him attend to the improvement which the Sheffield 
people were about to adopt at the end of the 4th month, 
and after this offspring of the diſcontented mechanics had 
correſponded with London: © It is certainly (they ſay), 


E the beſt way of managing large bodies, as in great and 


« populous towns; viz. dividing them into ſmall bodies 


* or meetings of ten perſons each, and thoſe ten to ap- 


« point a delegate. Ten of theſe delegates form another 
* meeting, and ſo on, delegating from one to another, 
« till at laſt they are reduced to a proper number for con- 
* ſtituting the Committee or GRAND Councit.” Afﬀer 


this, it is really uſeleſs to trouble my reader- with any 


thing more on the nature or principles of the ſocieties of 
Treat Britain. We find ſubſcriptions carried on for the 
; 3 e defence 


1 


defence of the proſecution commenced againſt Thomas 
Paine. The Scotch Societies agree with thoſe of Eng- 
land to hold a Convention, which, though not general from 
England, met in October, 1793. — (Appendix F.) — A 
letter was there read from the four united ſocieties of Ire- 
land. Citizens Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler attended 
from Dublin, but were not delegated; however, the latter / 
made a report to the convention on the ſtate of Ireland. 
Margaret, a London delegate, faid, «© The ſocieties in 
London are very numerous, though ſomewhat fluctua- 
« ting. In ſome parts of England whole towns are re- 
„ formers; Sheffield and its environs have 50,000. — 
cc In Norwich there are 30 ſocieties in one. — If we could 
get a convention of England and Scotland called, we 
« might repreſent ſix or ſeven hundred thouſand males, 
*<c which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom; 
c and miniſtry would not dare to refuſe us our rights.” 
They had held fourteen fittings, when the magiſtrates 
thought proper to put a ſtop to it and arreſt ſome of the 
members; others aped the conduct of the tiers etat at 
Verſailles, when ordered to diſperſe, and adjourned from 
palace to place; happily, however, they did not ſucceed. 
All their forms, and even their modes of ſpeech, were 
ſervilely copied from the F rench. After the numerous 
adherents that they had ſeduced, it is natural to think that 
the teachers of the Sect thought it time fo bind the mon- 
flers who dared oppoſe them; to effectuate this, pikes 
were forged in different parts of Great Britain. 4 A 
« plan (writes the ſecretary of the Sheffield ſociety, in 
„ April, 1794) has been formed for carrying into effect 
« this neceſſary buſineſs (of arming). Pike-blades are 
& made with hoops for the ſhafts to fit the top ends; the 
« bottom end of the ſhafts ſhould be about an inch thick- 
er, and fir is recommended for the ſhafts, ſelected by 
| 7 perſons 
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* perſons who are judges of wood. The blades and 


c hoops will be ſold at the rate of one ſhilling, properly 


<« tempered and poliſhed. The money ſent with the or- 


e ders.” — (2d Report, p. 2.) — The ſecretary of the 
Correſponding Society gave directions where the piles 
might be procured (page 5); thoſe who could procure 
muſkets learned the uſe of them, exerciſing by candle - light, 
or under pretext of loyal aſſociations; that which aſſumed 
the name of Loyal Lambeth would admit none but thoſe 


who were members of the Correſponding Society, or who 


| promiſed to become ſo; nor had this armed aſſociation 
been authoriſed by government, Meanwhile Scotland had 
made ſuch progreſs, that the brethren there not only began to 
arm with pikes, but alſo turned their minds towards acting! 
The plot was fortunately diſcovered. A ſheriff's officer 
went to ſearch the houſe of a Mr, Watt, for ſome goods 
which were ſuppoſed to have been ſecreted, as belonging 
to a bankrupt of the name'of Nielſon, and who has ſince 
commenced preacher in England. In this ſearch he found 


ſome pikes; and in a ſecond (made in the fame week, on 


the 15th of May, 1794) many more were diſcovered in 
a cloſet. This gave riſe tg inquiries, and it was found 
that no leſs than 4000 pikes had been ordered for Perth, 
beſide thoſe wanted for Edinburgh. It was farther diſco- 
vered, that this Watt was a member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means delegated from the remnants of 'the 
convention; that he had in this committee read a plan 


For ſeizing on the Lord Juſtice Clerk, the Lords of 


« Seſſion, and the Lord Provoſt. A fire was to be light- 
« ed at the Exciſe, and when the ſoldiers were coming 
« down the people were to fall on them and ſeize the 
* Banks.” As ſoon as this had ſucceeded, a proclama- 
tion was to be iſſued, © Deſiring all farmers not to remove 
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« their grain under pain of death, and all gentlemen not 
« to go three miles from their houſes.” This grand 
plan was communicated to the Societies by means of tra- 
velling adepts, who had a certificate authorizing them to 
call at the Societies. It was not ſigned, but ſeals were 
attached to the commiſſion. The plan executed, and the 
« Ariftocrats ſeixed, couriers were to be ſent to the 
country with the news. In Watt's houſe were alſo found 
the types of the hand- bill contained in Appendix A. No. I. 
and dated Dundee, April x2, 1794, which was diſtributed 
among the Fencibles, to ſtir them up to revolt. The 
manner of diſtributing them is worthy of remark, as being 
common to England as well as to Scotland. Downzte, who 
was alſo a member of the Commictee of Ways and 
Means, and who was convicted with Watt, after giving 
ſome to a perſon who was to diſtribute them, © deſired 
<« him to throw the parcel on the floor; and if any body 
©« aſked him where he got it, he might fay he found it.“ 
A ſhort time after, theſe hand-bills found their way to 
the ſoldiers in garriſon at Dalkeith. — (See the Trials of 
Watt and Down, in Auguſt and September, 1794.) 

On the 12th of April, 1797, England witneſſed the 
awful ſight of its fleet in open inſurrection. Here, as on. 
land, we find oaths of ſecrecy and of union, delegates, 
and accord of ſyſtem pervading the whole mutiny. At 
Portſmouth it was happily quelled, in a great degree, by 
the 20th of April; ſome ſtraggling ſhips would indeed 
ſhow ſymptoms of revolt, from time to time, both there 
and at Plymouth: at length the great mutiny at the Nore 
broke out on the 12th of May, and was not ſuppreſſed till 
the month of June. Many of the mutineers were brought - 
to trial; and Parker, their leader, was hanged on the goth 

of Ju une. No authentic document appeared on theſe trials, 

6 _ . indeed, 
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indeed, that could connect this mutiny with the ſecret 


focieties on land; but, if we look to dates, it will be 
evident that the Correſponding Society did not view this 
inſurrection of the fleet with an indifferent eye. I here 
allude to the papers that appeared on the trial of a man 


of the name of Fellowes, who had been a journeyman 


carpenter before he took to the patriotic line; he was 
tried at Maidſtone on the 13tn of March, 1798 (his 
trial having been deferred at his own requeſt) and ſen- 
tenced to two years impriſonment. The account of the 
tranſaction given by the priſoner, as appeared in evidence, 


is as follows: «„ That he lodged at a Mr. Wratten's 


cc houſe in Maidſtone ; that a parcel came there on the 
« 18th of May, 1797 (the fleet in full mutiny) directed 
cc to Mr; Wratten, by a Charing-croſs coach. The wife 
« opened the parcel ; and, as Mr. Wratten was from home, 
& he (Fellowes) told the wife, that the papers it con- 
<« tained belonged to one of the ſocieties; there was to 
e be a meeting, he told her, on that night at the Roſe 
« and Crown ; that he would carry them there, and take 
ce the ſenſe of the, meeting. He. accordingly did ſo; read 
<« one of them, and none of the ſociety made any ob- 

« jection. He then laid them on the table, and the 
members of the ſociety helped themſelves as they thought 
ce proper (or, perhaps, found them, as was the caſe 
with. the hand-bills in Scotland). Some of the bills were 


carried from this meeting to another diviſion of the ſo- 


- ciety, fitting at the Caſtle Inn, under the pretence of 
knowing whether they were legal ; but, whether legal or 


not, they were diſtributed before morning among the fol- | 


diers then at Maidſtone. The paper began thus: — “ To 
« the Britiſh Army: — Comrades, are we not men ? Is it 

not high time we ſhould prove we know ourſelves to 
| : C 3 | 2 : « be 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(.. I 
&« be ſuch? Are we any where reſpected as men, and 
* why are we not? Have not wrong notions of diſci- 
« pline led us to our preſent deſpiſed condition ? Is there 
« a man among us who does not wiſh to defend his 
« country, and who would not willingly do it without 
«being ſubject to the inſolence and cruelty of effeminate 
<« puppies? Were not THE SAILORS (at that time in 
ce full inſurrection), lite us, mocked for want of thought, 
ec though not ſo much deſpiſed for poverty as we are? 
Have they not proved that they CAN THINK and ACT 
« for themſelves, and preſerve every uſeful point of diſ- 
« cipline full as well, or better than when under the 
« tyranny of their officers ?”” Then comes a heap of de- 
clamation againſt the officers, againſt Parliament, againſt 
barracks (a terrible grievance, as it guards the ſoldiers 
from falling an eaſy prey to the diſcontented), and on the 
ſyſtem of clothing; the. Addreſs then proceeds : . Theſe 
& are a few of our grievances, and but a few; what ſhall 
e we da? The tyranny of what is falſely called diſcipline 
« prevents us from atting like other men. We cannot 
« even give in a petition for that which common honeſty 
*. would freely have given us long ago. We have only 
& to choices, either to ſubmit to the preſent impoſitions, 
4 or demand the treatment proper for men. The power is 
& all our own. The regiments which ſend you this are 
« willing to do their part.” (Can the Correſponding So- 
ciety here denominate themſelves regiments, in conſe- 
- quence of their pike-buſineſs ?) © They can ſhow their 
« countrymen they can be ſoldiers without being ſlaves, 
„ and will make their demands as ſaon as they knaw you 
« ill KOT DRAW THE TRIGGER AGAINST THEM. 
« Of this we will judge when we know you have diſ- 
© tributed this bill, not only among your comrades, but | 
4 o 
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r to every ſoldier whom” you ' know 1N EVERY PART of 
ce the country—Be ſober—Be ready.” The whole of this 
trial took place in preſence of ſeveral of the members of 


the Correſponding Society of Maidſtone ; and after the 
ſentence of two years impriſonment was paſſed on Fel- 


lowes, and that he was taking from the bar, fome of his 


friends conſoled him by ſaying, „ Two years! that is a 
« Jong while; but Buonaparte will be here before that.“ 
However, this 1 Sunn is little to be _ 
ed by Britons, 


Hand-bills of the ſame nature were Aiſperſed among 


the army in other parts, and particularly in London; but, 
| like true ſoldiers, they only anſwered by offering rewards 


(collected from their pay) for the diſcovery 5 the miſ- 


creants who had conceived ſo mean an opinion of them as 
to think they could be ſeduced from their duty. A par- 
cel of hand- bills, in the very terms here mentioned, was 
thrown into the ſtables of the Second Regiment of Horſe 
Guards, between the hours of one and three in the morn- 
ing, but was treated with the contempt it deſerved. The 
diſtribution of ſuch: hand- bills, and the proof adduced at 
Maidſtone, will cauſe much leſs ſurprize, when it is 
known, that * the deſign of endeavouring to ſeduce the 
army from their duty had been the frequent ſubject of 


« converſation among ſome members of the Correſpond= 
« ing Society; it even appears, that a project was repeat- 


« edly agitated among them, of ftriking a ſudden blow, 
« and beginning by ſecuring the Royal Family and the 
« Members of both Houſes of Parliament, with the hope 


« (as it was expreſſed) that the army, being without 


leaders, would no Bur 8 their <A — 
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Tube Iriſh ſyſtem was now fully adopted in Scotland; 


as on the 21ſt October, 1797, a perſon juſt arrived from 
Scotland brought a Scotch Conſtitution to a County 
Meeting at Down Patrick, © which was word for word 


e the ſame as that of the Iriſh, only the words United 


60 NorTr-BzuTons were ſubſtituted for United Ir1sH- 
* MEN.” Iriſi Appendix, No. XIV. )—And on the 5th 


of January, 1798, The United Britons ſend the addreſs 


already mentioned in the account of Ireland, declaring 


that © The Society of the Friend of the People and that 
“ for Conflitutional Information had diſcontinued their 
« exertions; that the London Correſponding Society, and 


c other ſocieties in union with it, had ariſen upon their 


© ruins,” — (Ibid.) - The delegates who carried it in- 
formed the National Committee of Ireland, that © Eng- 
e land, Scotland, and Ireland, were in future to be con- 
&« ſidered as one people, acting for one common cauſe; 
te that legiſlators were now choſen from the three king- 
« doms, to act as an Executive for THE WHOLE, — 
Whither does this information naturally lead us? Surely 


to that paper which gave riſe to the famous trial at 
M.,aidſtone of Quigley, Binns, O Connor, &c.? It began 


thus: © The Secret Committee of England to the Exe- 
< cutive Directory of France — Health and Fraternity— 


' & the 6th of Pluvioſe (or January 25, exactly twenty days 


cc after the addreſs to Ireland). CITIZEN DiRECTO0RS— 
6 we are called together, on the wing of the moment, to 
„ communicate to you our ſentiments; the citizen who 


ec now preſents them to you, and who was the bearer of 


“them before, having but a few hours to remain in town, 
& expect not a laboured addreſs from us; but etc ag is 


the mm characteriſtic of republicans. 
. 4 Affairs 
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Affairs are now drawing to a great and awful crifis ; 


* tyranny, ſhaken to its baſis, ſeems. about to be buried 
« jn its own ruins. With the tyranny of England that of 
& all Europe muſt fall. Haſte then, Great Nation, pour 


« forth thy gigantic force ! Let the baſe deſpot feel thine 
c avenging ſtroke, and let one oppreſſed nation carol forth 
“ the praiſes of France at the altar of liberty. 


We ſaw with rapture your proclamations; they met 


« our warmeſt wiſhes, and removed doubts from the minds 


cc of millions. Go on! Englifhmen will be ready to ſecond 
dc your efforts 11!” What ſpurious breed of Engliſhmen 
are theſe? What race of Engliſhmen have ſuffered them- 


ſelves to be led away by ſuch baſe-born cowards ? Is it in 


the life-time of a Howe, a Hood, a Bridport, a St. Vin-/ 


cent, a Duncan, or a Nelſon, that they dare invite theſe 
enemies of the human race to come and pillage this flau- 
riſhing country? Are the ſans culottes then to lord it in 
London ftreets, bearing on pikes in ſanguinary triumph 
the heads of the beſt men of England, with the hideous 
yells of Equality and Liberty ? Vainly ſhall ſuch ſyco- 
phants, in the hope of partaking of the general pillage 
and of deſpoiling their fellow-countrymen (for, from the 
king to the peaſant, ALL are declared monopolizers ) ſpread 


the terror of French arms and the impoſſibility of reſiſt- 


ing them. No; far from us be ſuch teachers and ſuch 


leaders, who only beguile the unheedy to lead them to 
beggary, wretehedneſs, or the gallows. EnGLISHMEN | 
are loyal, manly, and brave; and when once they ſhall 


have unmafked theſe inſidious brethren, they need never 
doubt of victory. But to return to the addreſs : — The 
nation is repreſented to be on the eve of bankruptcy; as 


making great progreſs in democracy; and as placing little 


| con- 
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confidence in the leaders of oppoſition (at leaſt ſuch was 
the explanation of that paſſage given by the Counſel for 
Mr. O Connor). It then proceeds 

* Already have the Engliſh fraternized with the Iriſh 
« and the Scots; and a delegate FROM EACH now fits 
« with us. The facred flame of liberty is rekindled, tbe 
« holy obligation OF BROTHERHOOD 7s recerved with en- 
« thufiaſm. Even IN THE FLEETS and Armies it makes 
« ſome progreſs. DisAFFECTION prevails in both, and 
* United Britain burns to break her chains.” 5 

I had forgotten to ſpeak of a circumſtance relating to 
the fleets. Engliſhmen have viewed with horror the ſcene 
of the Hermione frigate, whoſe crew roſe on their officers, 
murdered them, and carried the ſhip into an enemy's port. 
They have ſeen many other plots laid (but fortunately 
diſcovered) to murder the officers and give up the ſhips to 
the enemy. Looking back to the oath adminiſtered to the 
military in Ireland, © to be true to the French,” and the 
plans agreed upon © to murder their officers and deliver 
the arms vp to the towns-people,” the reader will not be 
ſo much at a loſs to judge whence ſuch atrocious plots 
could ariſe, ' or what the progreſs of the BROTHERHOUD 
in the fleets can mean. God farbid, that I ſhould men- : 
tion this with any idea of reproach to thoſe gallant men 
who have ſince fo gloriouſly obliterated every ſtain that 
could have attached to their conduct during the mutiny. 
They ſaw with regret that they had fallen victims to 
ſeduction, and they gloriouſly revenged themſelves on the 
enemies of their country. They have counteracted the 
atrocious plans of the conſpiring Brotherhood; and when 
I mentioned the mutiny, it was only to remind them, that 
crafty ſeducers could perchance ſurprize their natural 
hogeſty. 

It 
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It continues: United as we are, we only wait with 
« impatience” to ſee the Hero of Italy, and the brave 
& veterans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail their 
« arrival with ſhouts of joy; they will ſoon finiſh the 
« glorious campaign! Tyranny will vaniſh from the 
« face of the earth, and, crowned with laurels, the in- 
« vincible army of France will return to its native 
« country, there long to enjoy the well-earned praiſe of 
« a grateful world, Ye freedom they have 2 
« with their blood.” © (I. S.) 

Did ſycophants ever beg 1 more earneſtly for the 3 
and devaſtation of their fellow-countrymen ; for they 
could no longer plead ignorance of the views of the 
French? Colonel Tate had made his deſcent. on the 
coaſt of Wales the 22d of February, 1797, and his in- 
ſtructions, ſigned by Hoche, “ the faithleſs conqueror of 
Quiberon, ordered him “ to execute a caup de main on 


« Briſtol; ” for its deſtruction was © of the very laſt 


“ importance, and every poſſible effort ſhould be made to 
« accompliſh it, on account of its riches and commerce. 


* Theſe inſtructions were much cavilled at by thoſe papers that are 
ever ſounding the praiſes of the French Revolution; and even ſo late as 
the 31ſt of October, 1798, the CovarzR boldly declares them to be a 
clumſy fabrication of the miniſterial writers. The Engliſh nation at large 
ſhould know that thoſe inſtructions were never doubted of by any well 
informed perſon, from the firſt ſeizure of them by Lord Cawdar in Feb. 
1797; that they were depoſited at the Secretary of State's office; that they 
are alluded to in the report made the gth of May, 1798, by the Houſe of 

Commons On the treatment of priſoners of <var, and are publiſhed in the 

Appendix ( A. No. XC. ) to that report. When the reader is informed that 

an office is eftabliſhed, Rue du Bacg, for the delivery of the Counizn at 

Paris, that it is Rroogly recommended by a creature of the DireRory, in 
one of their periodical | „ while all other Engliſh papers, but one, are 

proſcribed, his ſurprize will ceaſe, as it is natural to expect that ſome re- 


turn myſt be made to the Directory by the editor of this paper for lo mark- 


ed a fayour, though it were at the expence of truth. a 
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The troops were to be landed by night « within ve 
4 miles of the town, in the greateſt ſilence, and, being 
« ſupplied with combuſtible matter, were to advance ra- 
* pidly in the dark, on that fide of Briſtol which might 
TH „ be to windward, and immediately ſet fire to that quar- 
| ter. If the enterprize be conducted (they ſay) with 
= « dexterity, it cannot fail to produce the total ruin of 
: & the town, the port, the docks, and the veſſels, and to 
& ftrike terror and amazement into the very heart of the 
capital of England.” Let the Inhabitants of Briſtol 
now call on thoſe inſidious brethren who dare commune 
with them, and aſk them, Whether they alſo approve of 
this invitation of the brotherhood to the French, as they 
© applauded and approved the reſolution of forming ano- 
* ther general convention on the 24th of April 1794, 
after the diſperſion of the Scotch Convention in Decem- 
ber 1793. After reading Hoche's Inſtructions, will they * 
write again to the London Correſponding Society — we 
& read we bluſhed — we took courage — we did more; 
— 6 for we reſolved on re-afſembling. lf fo they do, it is 
to be hoped that they will do it for the purpoſe of making 
public atonement to their fellow-townſmen for their paſt 
conduct; for they can no longer ſay © "tis a noble—'tis 
| & @ virtuous == "tis a god-like and immortal cauſe — in 
- _ © which we are now AG embarked,” — * 
Bt dix-H.) 
| The inſtructions 8 . The expinlition ke 
1 & Colonel Tate has in view three principal objects; the 
_ « firſt is, if poſſible, to raiſe an inſurrection in the coun- 
« try; the ſecond is, to interrupt and embarraſs the 
= 3 « commerce of the enemy; and the third, to prepare and 
=_ « facilitate the way for a deſcent, by diſtracting the atten» 
| „ tion of the Engliſh government, | 
| Fn, « In 
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* In all countries the poor are the claſs moſt prone ts 


* inſurrection; and this diſpoſition is to be cheriſhed by 
« diſtributing money and drink ; by INVEIGHING againſt 
* the government, AS THE CAUSE OF THE PUBLIC DIS8- 


« TREsS; by recommending and facilitating a riſing, to 
4 plunder the public ſtores and magazines, and the pro- 
« perty of the rich, whoſe affluence is the natural ſubject 
“ of envy to the poor.” By ſuch means © numbers of 


« artizans and workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, and 
cc even malefactors, were to be attracted and © formed 
2 into new companies under the command of French 


officers,” 


The commerce of the enemy in the country is to be 


« interrupted by breaking down bridges, cutting off dykes, 


4 and ruining. cauſeways, which is, at the ſame time, 


« eſſentially neceſſary for the preſervation of the army; by 
« plundering all convoys of ſubſiſtence, the public ſtages 


. and waggons, and even private carriages ; the cutting 
« off the ſupplies of proviſions from the principal towns, - 
« burning all veſſels and boats in the rivers and canals, _ 


« deſtroying magazines, ſetting fire to docks and coal- 
« yards, rope-walks, great manufactories, &c. &c. It 
« is to be obſerved likewiſe, that by theſe means à crowd. 
« of artizans will be thrown out of employ, and of courſe 
« be ready to embark in any meaſure which holds out to 
them ſubſiſtence and plunder without labour or fatigue.”* 
To be ſure, the poor, the workmen, and artizans, are 
here held out as a moſt profligate race ; but Hoche, it is to 


be remembered, ſpeaks from the example of France, where 
the deſtruction of manufacturing towns was looked upon 
as a means of recruiting the Jacobin ranks. Secret ſocie- 


ties had prepared them for ſuch horrid deeds in France; 
and ** ä and Mancheſter, appear to 


have 
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XS 
have been the firſt objects of the patriotic labours of the 
ſecret ſocieties in England. 


- &-Subliſtence is to be ſeized wherever it can be found; 
c if any town or village refuſe to ſupply it at the moment, 
it is to be given up to immediate pillage ; your ſoldiers 
« are to carry with them nothing but their arms: they 
« will find every where clothes, linen, and ſhoes; the 
“ inhabitants muſt ſupply your wants, and the ſeats of the 
& © gentry are to/be your magazines. Wherever the legion, 
or any of its columns, is poſted, if the neighbouring 
& pariſhes do not give inſtant notice of the approach of the 
« enemy by ringing bells, or otherwiſe, they are to be 
« given up TO FIRE AND SWORD. | 
« With boldneſs and intelligence combined, you may 
« eaſily poſſeſs yourſelf of Cheſter or Liverpool, which 
«you will ruin by burning the magazines, and filling up 
the ports, or at leaſt you will cut off all communication 
4 between thoſe cities and the interior. — In order to 
<« ſpread the conſternation and aſtoniſhment as widely as 
4 poſſible, after the deſtruction of Liverpool, (for this 
« point is capital,) you muſt follow your blow, and ſeize 
& upon ſome ſmall town or ſea-port on that coaſt, which 
| « you will lay under contribution.” Was it (I would 
tcp) to prepare the town of Liverpool for ſuch a fate that 
ſo early as 1792 ſome of its inhabitants entered into a direct 
_ correſpondence with the London ſocieties that were at that 
time addreffing the Jacobins of Paris and Hailing them as 
brothers? Did they then conceive, that within the ſpace 
of ſix years an addreſs would be ſent to invite thoſe Jaco- 
bins into England, bearing ſuch inſtructions as are now 
laid before the reader? During this time Hoche, in per- 
fon, was ſuppoſed to be in Ireland; and my reader may 


_ conceive, ” wer ge the horrors that he 
: would 
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Nail have committed himſelf, had he — in his at 
tempt at Bantry-Bay. Two other French parties were 
to havę been acting in concert with Tate, in all probabili- 
ty with ſimilar inſtructions, in Vorkſhire, Durham, and 
Northumberland; and without doubt theſe parties, if ſuc- 
ceſsful, would have as radically refarmed the conſtitution 
as could have been deſired by that aſſociation at Newcaſtle- 
| upon-Tyne, which wrote, on the 24th of April, 1794, to 
inform the London Correſponding Society how cunningly 
they met every week, admitting none but known friends, 
“ and aſſuming no name but that of NEWSPAPER-COM= 
c pPANIES.” News indeed ! their town burnt, their port 
deſtroyed — Great news — bloody news for the FRIENDS. 
Should they, however, not have been the firſt object of 
the rapacity of the implacable enemy, and, learning by 
the example of Briſtol, have conceived hopes of preſer- 
ving their town, by petitioning his Majeſty for a military 
force, would they (I make bold toaſk) patriotically finiſh 
their petition, by © Farewell, hoping the HYDRA, or 
& TYRANNY AND IMPOSITION hall ſoon. fall under the 
© GUILLOTINE OF TRUTH AND REASON |!” Let them 
learn before it is too late, —( Appendix H, p. 121 * 
In February laſt, the united Britiſh were ſwearing · in 
en, in the Borough; and theſe ſeducers would have 
continued their ſeditious practices, had they not been put 
to flight by the magiſtrates of Union-hall; and John 
Cormick, in his declaration of July, 1798, ſtated, that 
« he, knows there is an agent for the United Britiſh reſi- 
« dent in Paris, and that there are agents both for the 
“ United Britiſh and Iriſh reſident at Hamburg. "ana Triſh 
Ap. No. XX. XTI. )—Thus are we led to July, 1798, by 
authentic documents, which, will be more than enough to 
gonvince the moſt obſtinate . that this conſpiring 
\ | dect | 
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Sect is ever active and vigilant to betray its eountry- 
men into the hands of the moſt implacable of enemies. 
Would to God that every Engliſnman would re- 
flect on the proceedings of Secret Societies! how clear- 
ly might he perceive their twofold object — of overturn- 
ing a conſtitution that has led England to the ſummit of 
glory and proſperity; and of erecting a power, on blood- 
ſhed, rapine, and the neglect of every ſocial duty. On the 
one ſide, we ſee the Rights of man, Equality and Liberty, 
ſet forth by theſe inſidious teachers, to prove to the induſ- 
trious labourer and unwary artizan, that it is a breach of 
their rights to ſee the inhabitants of the earth diſtinguiſhed 
into claſſes ſubordinate to different ranks and ſubje& to 
Superiors; that were theſe diſtinctions of monopolizers 
once broken, the people would then be repoſſeſſed of their 
impreſcriptible rights; that tyrannical laws would no 
longer repreſs the gloricus zeal for the welfare of man- 
kind, and deſpotically condemn thoſe real patriots, the 
friends of man and the defenders of their rights. The 
exiſting governments are repreſented as an infringement of 
the rights of the people; the magiſtrates and military as 
agents of deſpotiſm; the clergy as impoſtors. On the 
other fide, to eſtabliſh the rebellious power of the Secret 
Societies, any number of perſons being rendered diſcon- 
ted by hearing the perpetual declamations of theſe political 
libertines, an oath of ſecrecy and union is tendered to 
them; their curioſity and enthuſiaſm is next worked upon 
by the hopes of ſecrets of high importance; they make 
proſelytes; their aſſemblies ſoon become too numerous; it 
is hinted that it would be dangerous, under the exiſting 
circumftances, to meet in ſuch numbers ; it is propoſed 
and agreed that they ſhould divide, by tens for example; 
that, in order to eſtabliſh a ſort of ſubordination, each 
| | | ' ſociety 
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fociety ſhould chooſe a delegate ; then the ten delegates 
depute one of theirs to a higher degree; ſo from degree to 
degree we riſe to the Grand and Regulating Committee, 
One would think they had forgotten their declamations 
againſt rank and Superiors. The leaſt breach of ſecrecy 
is to be puniſhed by poiſon or the dagger; Diſobedience 
is ſeverely puniſhed ; and when we look to the Jacobin 
oath we find that neither Father, Mother, Friend, Relation, 
nor even Miſtreſs, are to be ſpared, when the good of the 


cauſe is in queſtion. Is it that a few rebels, ſtyling them 8 


ſelves a Secret Committee, may in conjunction with the 
moſt inveterate enemies of theſe kingdoms plunder and 
deſpoil their fellow-countrymen, that Engliſhmen will 
hearken to theſe ſeducers ? Shall a few frantic Jacobins, 

becauſe they are arrived at the ſummit of the pyramid, 


there to receive the loathſome fumes of blaſphemy and re- 


bellion, lord it over a nation that can boaſt of a Sovereign 
whoſe virtues and paternal affection have rather made him 
the father than the ruler of the nation; — of a Houſe of 
Lords, defcribed even by the Jacobin Lacroix, © as preci- 
« ous to the nation; becauſe it is a rampart of its liber- 
4 ties,” —of a Houſe of Commons ever watchful of the 
real rights of the people, in ſpite of the declamations of 
the Brotherhood to repreſent it as the contrary ;* over a 

; nation 


4 Fow 3 would lucpect, that the debates in Parliament could ever 


de converted into a tool for the propagation bf the views of the Corre- 


fponding Society. The following letter, however, will ſhow how care- 
ſully our anceſtors had foreſeen every danger, when they /ordained that 
the debates ſhould not be publiſhed ;- it will alſo ſerve to explain the vehe- 
mence of many, on the occaſion of the recent clearing of the galleries and 
bar during certain debates of high and tickliſh importance, fuch, for ex- 
ample, as the Iriſh buſineſs, This letter from the London Correſponding 
Society (Appendix E. March 4, 1793) is written to a ſociety at Sheffield: 


% With regard to n Parliament, we are unanimous in the Opie . 


> Le nion, 
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x; . 
nation, in nn. Ince which, FS by 
the mutual conſent of King, Lords, and Commons, have 
led it to unpatalleled glory, proſperity, and riches ? Is it to 
men who have been ſeated on juries, who have attended 
the public courts of juſtice, that theſe ſeducers ſhall hold 
J forth on the mal-adminiſtration of juſtice ? Shall a loyal 
_ army and vitoriou navy be repreſented as the agents of 
—_— | de ſpotiſin and tyranny, becauſe they will not murder their 
| officers and deſert to the enemy? — No, Engliſhmen; 
3 ſuch efforts ſhall ever meet with the contempt they de- 
5 | ferve z union, honeſty, and loyalty, ſhall lead us to vic* - 
| tory; and, ever mindful of our duties to God and man, 
we may bid defiance to the * of our ns, and 
the i wh our external foes.” 
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| 4 ion, e e ee yet, kom many 
| & 'confiderations; we are now: perſuaded, that if every ſociety i in the iſland 1 
b . would ſend forward a petition, we ſhould ultimately gain ground] for as 7 
ch i: wi force the preſent members of the ſenate repeatedly to diſcuſe >," 
1 | oc the fubjeT; and their deliberations, printed in the different newſpapers, will "i 
4 e moſt naturally awaken the public mind towards the object of our purſuit 3 i 4 
_ the nation once informed that a reform in parliament is ſought for irom * 
Js « different quarters, gives nſec to debates ia the Houſe of Commons, and 
3 * is acknowledged by every rank to be wanting, will begin to exerciſe itt 
cn reaſen on the ſubject (probably, as we have ſeen the five or ſix me- 
chanics of Sheffield doing). ** Arrived at that period, we preſuine that. 
. 7 990 a wili be nearly groove.” | a 
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